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Mission  Library 
will  close  for 
renovations  but 
for  how  long? 

Supervisor  Leal  say  one 
week,  librarians  want  six 

by  Adam  Savetsky 

That  dusty  old  jewel,  commonly  known  as 
the  Mission  Branch  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  will  undergo  surgery  to  rein- 
force it's  brittle  eighty  year-old  skeleton.  The 
branch,  located  at  24th  and  Bartlett  Streets, 
will  be  closed  to  the  public  starting  some- 
time this  summer  and  is  scheduled  to  reopen 
in  February  1999.  In  the  interim,  the  fifth 
floor  of  the  Bayview  Federal  Bank  building 
at  the  comer  of  Mission  and  22nd  Streets  will 
serve  as  the  Mission  Branch. 

The  Mission  Branch  was  the  first  branch 
library  in  San  Francisco,  established  in  1888. 
The  current  structure  was  built  of 
unreinforced  masonry  in  1915  and  now  needs 
seismic  reinforcement  to  be  brought  up  to 
current  code  standards.  The  project  will  be 
funded  by  three  public  sources:  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Library  Improvement  Bond  Fund  of 
1988,  which  supplied  the  money  for  the  new 
Main  Library;  the  city's  Earthquake  Safety 
Program  of  1 990,  and  the  federal  Library  Ser- 
vices and  Construction  Act.  The  total  bud- 
get for  the  project  is  $4,220,000. 

There  is  .however,  controversy  brewing 
over  at  City  Hall  as  to  the  amount  of  time 
needed  between  the  closing  of  the  perma- 
nent site  and  the  opening  of  the  interim  site. 
San  Francisco  Supervisor  Susan  Leal  has 
taken  strong  exception  to  the  library's  origi- 
nal plan  to  close  the  branch  for  three  months 
during  the  summer  before  the  September 
opening  at  the  new  location  in  September. 
“Three  months  is  not  acceptable;  not  on  my 
watch,”  she  told  the  New  Mission  News. 

Leal  feels  that  the  plan  was  particularly 
unreasonable  given  the  Mission  District  “s 
concentration  of  children  and  the  lack  of 
youth  services  during  the  summer  months. 
She  also  points  to  the  Spanish  language  col- 
lection (the  largest  in  San  Francisco)  as  hav- 
ing too  much  value  to  the  community  to  be 
put  out  of  commission  for  so  long.  Leal  has 
been  in  discussions  with  the  Mayor's  finan- 
cial director  Steve  Agostini,  who  according 
to  Leal,  sides  with  her.  She  believes  a com- 
promise will  be  reached  where  the  Mission 
branch  is  closed  “for  a week  or  perhaps  a 
week  and  a few  days.”  Agostini  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

8,000  pieces  to  evaluate 

Marcia  Schneider,  Chief  of  Library  Branches 
and  Community,  is  sympathetic  to  Leal's 
concerns  and  is  hopeful  that  a mutually  sat- 
isfactory deal  can  be  struck.  She  states  that 
the  original  time  line  of  twelve  weeks  was 
based  on  the  Chinatown  branch’s  twelve- 
week  move.  She  then  goes  on  to  explain  why 
the  Supervisor’s  time  line  may  not  be  fea- 
sible. “We’ve  got  eighty  thousand  pieces  that 
all  need  to  be  evaluated  in  order  to  deter- 
mine if  they're  going  to  go  to  the  smaller 
site.  Then  they  need  to  be  scanned  for  the 
computer  system.  We  could  probably  do  it 
all  in  ten  weeks  but  any  faster  would  require 
additional  people.”  Schneider,  who  has  been 
preparing  various  scenarios  on  the  branch 
moves  for  the  Mayor's  office,  complains  of 
the  library  system's  state  of  disarray  since 
Director  Ken  Dowling  was  forced  to  resign 

Continued  on  Page  14 


Mission  High's  Fiery  Newspaper 
Gets  Top  National  Honors 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  most  celebrated  journalists  in  San 
Francisco  last  month  were  the  staff 
members  of  West  Wing  Mission  High 
School’s  feisty  and  hard  hitting  monthly. 
Often  coming  under  pressure  by  school  ad- 
ministrators to  write  "positive  stories”,  the 
journalists  themselves  became  the  most  posi- 
tive story  coming  out  the  Mission  in  a long 
time  when  they  received  the  Edmund  J. 
Sullivan  Award,  last  month.  This  national 
award  is  bestowed  on  only  one  high  school 
newspaper  each  year  by  Columbia  Univer- 
sity. It  is  given  to  “student  journalists  who 
have  fought  for  the  right  to  speak  their  minds 
while  in  the  pursuit  of  truth."  West  Wing  staff 
members  traveled  to  New  York  City  where, 
on  March  21,  they  were  presented  with  the 
award  at  the  Convention  of  the  Columbia 
Scholastic  Press  Advisors  Association  and 
attended  three  days  of  seminars  and  work 
shops. 

The  West  Wing  has  gone  well  beyond 
what  most  of  us  remember  as  being  the  scope 


of  a high  school  newspaper — they’ve  had 
to — Mission  High  School  is  faced  with  many 
challenges.  They  have  covered  difficult  and 
highly  emotionally  charged  subjects,  such  as 
Mission  High’s  possible  reconstitution,  with 
intelligence  and  insight.  They  have  asked  the 


hard  questions  reporters  should  ask  aboi 
their  beat,  such  as  why  their  financial! 
strapped  school  spent  $945  on  nine  pairs  c 
tennis  shoes  for  its  basketball  team,  and  wh 
a teacher  was  threatened  for  having 

Continued  on  Page  14 


Congratulations  to  all  the  West  Wing  jour- 
nalists: Yeimi  Bermudez.  Eric  Cóbrales. 
Cassandra  Charbonneau,  Phin  Chourb,  Otis 
Cobb,  Joey  Guerrero,  Gary  Herrera,  Angela 
Huapaya,  Vihar  Kapadia,  Frances  Kham, 
Henry  Perez,  Aaron  Reppert,  Brandy  Smith, 
Luisa  Valle,  Cherrilyn  Yamat  and  fina  Yun. 


Mission  High  students  show  off  national  awards  on  return  from  New  York.  (Ph 
Vickie  Rega) 
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Resume! 
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nation, admin,  support  for 
program  managers, 
supervise  clerical  staff. 
Reqs.  excellent  interper- 
sonal skills,  demonstrated 
supervision,  problem 
solving  abilities.  Highly 
articulate  team  player 
with  strong  computer  skills 
desired.  Excellent  benefits. 

EOE/AA. 

Resume/cover  letter: 
Edgewood,  HR  Code  DP2, 
1801  Vicente,  SF,  CA 
94116. 

Fax:  681-1065. 


FROM  THE  LAND  OK  MIRACLES  COMES  . . . 


MISS  BINA 

1 AND  SHE  SAYS: 
DON’T  GIVE  UP! 


This  oriental  bom  Spiritualist  who  brings 
to  you  the  solutions  to  the  mysteries  of 
the  deep  Orient,  seeks  to  help  many 
thousands  of  people  who  have  been 
crossed,  have  spells  can't  hold  money, 
want  luck,  want  their  loved  ones  back, 
want  to  stop  nature  problems  or  want  to 
get  rid  of  strange  sickness.  If  you  are 
seeking  a sure-fire  woman  to  do  for  you 
the  things  that  are  needed  or  wish  to  gain 
Peace,  Love  and  Prosperity  in  the  home, 
you  need  this  woman  today  I She  tells 
you  all  before  you  utter  a word.  She  can 
bring  the  spirit  of  release  and  conti ol 
your  every  afTair  and  dealing.  Are  you 
suffering  from  illness  or  disease  you 
cannot  cure?  There  is  a doctor  of  all 
doctors.  The  doctor  is  here.  Thousands  of 
people  are  amazed  at  the  results  gotten 
by  Miss  Bina. 


By  appointment  only 
379-9048 


Special 

Enterprise  Community  Meeting 

This  meeting  is  being  held  to  get  neighborhood  endorsement  of 
the  Enterprise  Board's  decision  to  spend  the  majority  ($50,000) 
of  its  remaining  funds  to  immediately  address  the  serious 
prpblem  of  gang  violence. 

When:  Saturday,  April  12,  10  am 
Where  CENTRO  DEL  PUEBLO 
474  VALENCIA 
For  Information  Call  339-8167 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Photofinish,  film,  cameras,  repairs,  darkroom  supp.ies 
Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 
$2.65  One  day  service 


Black  & White  dev  and  print  24  exposures  3x5  prints 
w/  ’’retro  look”  white  borders 
$1 1 .00  One  to  two  day  service 

Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
Color  or  Black  Sc  White 


1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd),  SF  941 10  415)  641-8396 


^HOUSEPAINTING 


Interior  & Exterior  • Free  Estimates 


BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  Schwinn 


i cPL_L_  TPRRi? 


TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAIF/VCM  CVCl£RV  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  4 Sunday 


Miss 

Angelina 

Don't  Let  Time  And  Distance 
Stand  In  The  Way  OF  Health 

She  succeeds  where  others  fail 
Will  read  your  entire  life  without 
asking  a single  question.  She  was 
bom  gifted  to  help  you  no  matter 
what  your  problems  might  be. 
Health,  Happiness,  Love, 
Marriage,  Business,  Job,  etc.  Also 
finds  loved  ones  and  lost  articles. 
She  guarantees  results. 

Will  remove  Evil  influences  and 
Bad  Luck.  Let  her  start  you  on  the 
road  to  Happiness  and  Success 
Will  also  tell  you  your  lucky  days 
and  numbers.  Just  one  visit  will 
convince  you. 

Open  Daily  & Sunday 
8 AM  to  9 PM 
668-9239 

Horoscope  & Tarot 
Readings 


CHINA  BOOKS 

& Periodicals,  Inc. 


7 lye  best  source  of  information 
from  {-about  China  since  1960 


LANGUAGE 


> Visit  our  web  site  I LITERATURE 


for  monthly  specials.  | | TRAVEL  | | 
links  to  China-  fCCOGRAPBy~| 

related  sites,  _ I Martial  ArtsH 

complete  catalog,  (Perforating  Arts! 

secure  ordering.  1 Cookingjllj  1| 

news  & surprises. 


TEA 


=WASSAGE| 


www.chinabooks.com  lAcupuncTurc 
[Herintl  Medicine 


> Libros  en  Español 

■9  Dictionaries 
9 Literature 


MYTHOLOGY 


Folklore 

ft  I HMI  Mill  M Nis  i 


O Children's  Books 


> Save  up  to  80% 
on  selected  tides 
everyday! 


wmz rmi 


r Philosophy  | 

STORf  HOURS: 

M-F  10-5  ¡AKO).\K<X.t)GYj 

Sat  11-5  | ANCIENT*  HIST 

Sun  closed 


© children's  © 


2929  TWENTY-FOURTH  STREET 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415-282.2994  'FAX:  415-282.0994 
e-mail:  info@chinabooks.com 
Call  or  tirite  for  a free  catalog. 


COMPOST 

HAPPENS! 

♦COMPOSTING  WORMS  S 10/LB 
♦WORM  BOXES  AND  BINS 
MADE  FROM  RECYCLED  WOOD  OR 
PLASTIC 


(415)  282-WORM 
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Community  mobilizes 
to  give  peace  a chance 

Playground  shootings,  murder  leads 
to  a united  response  from  city  officials 


by  D.  Michael  Spero 

The  kids  are  back  at  Mission  Play 
ground.  All  has  been  peaceful  for 
weeks,  with  tennis,  basketball  and 
soccer  programs  drawing  good  turnouts,  and 
no  shooting  or  stabbing.  Months  of  sporadic 
gunfire  from  Sureño  (Southern)  gangs  had 
frightened  residents  away  from  the  park,  but 
high-profile  media  attention,  a series  of  well- 
attended  community  meetings,  and  the 
March  9 murder  of  an  innocent  bystander 
forced  city  agencies  to  do  their  jobs  and  re- 
claim it.  Police  are  there  more  often;  Recre- 
ation and  Parks  Department  (Rec/Park)  has 
added  staff  and  repaired  a broken  gate. 

“It’s  really  great,”  says  Frank  Morales 
of  Mission  Playground  Neighborhood  Asso- 
ciation (MPNA).  “It's  one  of  the  safest  parks 
in  the  City  right  now.” 

But  residents  have  a lot  of  questions.  Will 
the  improvements  last,  or  will  the  park  again 
be  ignored  when  the  heat  dies  down?  Will 
the  problem  shift  over  a block  or  two,  or  can 
we  pull  young  people  out  of  the  gangs  and 
into  something  positive?  When  your  com- 
munity is  in  trouble,  who  can  you  call?  Who 
in  city  government  comes  through,  and  who 
gives  a line  of  promises  they  will  never  ful- 
fill? 

We  need  answers,  because  Mission  vio- 
lence has  surged  in  the  last  few  months,  im- 
pacting everyone's  life.  On  March  18,  shots 
cut  down  a man  directly  across  from  the  Mis- 
sion Boys'  and  Girls’  Club  on  Alabama  while 
a dozen  kids  watched.  A neighborhood  meet- 
ing at  the  club  heard  lots  of  complaints  but 
no  solutions.  Gunfire  echoes  several  times  a 
week  in  many  areas.  Youth  training  programs 
fail  because  kids  from  Sureño  areas  can’t 
safely  go  into  Norteño  (Northern)  dominated 
turf,  or  vice  versa. 

Learning  the  Players 

Youth  violence  has  waxed  and  waned  here 
for  decades.  Several  Mission  nonprofits,  such 
as  RAP  and  Horizons  Unlimited,  get  much 
of  their  funding  for  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lem. The  urban  youth  clubs,  street-level  or- 
ganizations, or  gangs  are  divided  into  two 
main  groups.  The  “Reds"  or  Norteños,  are 
supposed  to  draw  mainly  from  U.S.  bom 
youth,  while  the  “Blues"  or  Sureños  tradi- 
tionally draw  from  newer  immigrants.  In 
practice,  though,  affiliation  will  depend  more 
on  where  one  lives  than  where  one  is  from. 
My  Mexican-American  neighbor  was  born 
in  San  Francisco  but  he  “claims”  South,  and 
probably  always  will,  even  though  he  has 
outgrown  actual  gangbanging  activity. 

The  area  around  24th  Street  is  mostly 


Red,  while  the  19th  Street  area  is  mostly 
Blue.  Some  areas  are  in  dispute,  and  those 
are  often  where  the  shooting  happens.  There 
are  splits  within  the  North  and  South,  too. 
The  violence  around  Mission  Playground  has 
been  between  two  Blue  groups:  “MS",  made 
up  mostly  of  Salvadorans,  and  “Sur  Trece" 
(South  13),  whose  members  are  mostly  of 
Mexican  heritage.  The  20th  Street  shootings 
“give  us  problems,"  said  new  Mission  Sta- 
tion Captain  Greg  Suhr,  “because  it’s  Blue 
on  Blue,  and  that's  something  we’re  not  used 
to.” 

Mission  Playground  activism  didn’t  start 
yesterday,  either.  Three  years  ago,  the  park 
was  nearly  deserted  as  drug  dealers  and  al- 
coholics prowled  crime  and  gunfire  reigned, 
and  rec  programs  decayed  to  a minimum. 
Two  neighborhood  patrols,  the  Lexington 
Lookouts  and  Safe  Streets,  gained  national 
attention  for  coming  out  night  after  night  to 
watch  over  their  communities.  Meanwhile, 
MPNA  fought  to  get  the  park  repaired  and 
staffed,  held  monthly  cleanups  and  volun- 
teered in  park  programs.  Their  effort  won 
cooperation  from  the  police  and  Rec/Park 
departments,  and  the  playground  recovered. 

“We  got  help  because  people  saw  we  got 
out  and  worked,  instead  of  just  complaining 
and  asking  the  City  to  solve  all  the  prob- 
lems,” said  Cathy  Courtney  of  MPNA  and 
Safe  Streets. 

When  the  violence  declined  though,  so 
did  neighborhood  participation.  Patrol  fre- 
quency gradually  slid  from  almost  nightly, 
to  weekly,  and  then  stopped.  Meeting  atten- 
dance dropped,  and  with  less  pressure  on 
them,  Rec/Park  went  back  to  delaying  repairs 
and  cutting  staff  hours,  while  police  patrolled 
less  frequently.  Groups  like  MS  moved  in 
while  neighbors'  backs  were  turned. 

Rumors  of  War 

By  March,  Mission  Playground  Director  Lou 
Maunupau  had  documented  six  recent  shoot- 
ing incidents  in  the  park.  Parents  requested 
a meeting  with  Supervisor  Jose  Medina,  who 
suggested  a community  meeting.  The  play- 
ground neighbors  joined  forces  with  people 
on  20th  Street,  who  have  endured  a similar 
siege  of  gun  battles,  and  turned  out  150 
people  to  a March  6 meeting.  In  attendance 
were  SFPD  Commander  Joaquin  Santos, 
Acting  Superintendent  of  Recreation 
Charlene  Nichols,  Bevan  Dufty  of  the 
Mayor's  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services, 
and  representatives  of  the  District  and  City 
Attorneys  departments. 

Residents  demanded  repairs  to  the  park; 
increased  staff  hours  and  rec  programs;  in- 
creased police  bicycle;  foot  and  car  patrols; 


A child  places  a flame  at  the  site  where  an  innocent  bystander  was  shot  and  killed  in 
a drive-by  shooting.  (Photo:  Arthur  Hudson) 


RAPID  RESPONSE  REPORT  CARD 

« This  is  how  various  sections  of  San  Francisco  government  have  responded  to  the  « 
9 siege  of  Mission  Playground,  according  to  residents,  park  staff  and  each  other. 

* RECREATION  AND  PARKS  - Improving,  but  a long  way  to  go  from  the  time  * 
« they  wouldn't  even  show  up  to  unlock  a door  so  volunteers  could  clean  the  Rec  Cen-  * 

* ter.  Director  Lou  Maunupau  is  intelligent,  energetic  and  committed.  After  two  years  • 

* of  waiting,  the  playground  equipment  should  arrive  before  summer.  Repairs,  lighting  # 

* and  hedge  trimming  were  done  quickly.  More  funding  for  staff  has  been  made  avail-  * 

* able,  but  will  it  continue?  GRADE:  C * 

* POLICE  DEPARTMENT-  The  bike  patrols  are  a big  improvement  over  imper-  « 

* sonal  cars  and  immobile  foot  soldiers.  But  there  are  still  too  few  Spanish-speaking,  * 
» culturally  sensitive  cops,  so  bad  feelings  persist  with  immigrant  groups.  And  since  « 

* Mission  Station  still  lacks  the  full  complement  of  officers  we  were  promised  years  * 
« ago,  increasing  police  presence  at  Mission  Playground  means  taking  it  away  from  » 

* somewhere  else.  GRADE:  B « 

* MAYOR’S  OFFICE-  Everyone  seems  to  agree  Bevan  Dufty  has  been  the  main  J 
» guy  in  the  Playground  revival  so  far.  He  won’t  tolerate  much  complaining,  but  keeps  « 

* bringing  the  focus  back  to  what  we  can  do  about  it.  The  Mayor's  office  is  probably  * 

* the  reason  that  Rec  Superintendent  Nichols  told  me,  “When  the  community  says  jump,  * 

* we  say,  ‘how  high?”’  But  will  we  keep  the  Mayor’s  notoriously  jumpy  attention?  * 

* GRADE: A-  l 

9 SUPERVISOR  MEDINA-  Medina  was  the  first  to  meet  with  residents  but  his  * 

* interest  seemed  to  cool.  There  has  been  poor  communication  between  Medina’s  staff  * 
« and  local  activists,  as  well  as  some  conflict  over  a neighborhood  proposal  for  an  ♦ 
\ ordinance  banning  youth  that  look  like  gang  members  from  the  playground.  Medina  * 

* could  do  better.  GRADE:  C + 

* SUPERVISOR  LEAL-  Once  she  got  involved,  she’s  been  there  pushing  every  * 
» step  of  the  way.  Her  presence  in  meetings  is  usually  positive  and  focused  on  results.  * 

* Could  take  more  leadership,  though.  GRADE:  B 

* LOCAL  MEDIA  - Lots  of  sensationalism,  not  much  intelligent  reporting.  Leslie  * 
o Goldberg  of  the  Examiner  wrote  a good  feature,  but  the  Ex  followed  up  with  a whole  » 

* week  of  empty,  scare  stories.  Other  papers  barely  mentioned  the  community's  re-  • 
» sponse  at  all,  and  broadcast  media  completely  ignored  us  to  scream  “Gangs,  gangs,  * 

* gangs!"  GRADE:  D - * 


new  safety  lighting  on  the  Valencia  Street 
side;  expanded  hours  for  the  outdoor  swim- 
ming pool,  and  the  installation  of  new  equip- 
ment they  were  promised  two  years  ago. 
Some  neighbors  asked  for  a legal  remedy,  a 
"zero  tolerance  area,"  a civil  injunction  or 
"stay-away  order,"  that  would  make  it  a 
crime  for  known  gang  members  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood. 

One  by  one,  the  civil  servants  got  up  and 
promised  to  meet  most  community  demands, 
giving  specifics  of  what  they  would  do.  Then, 
four  days  after  the  meeting,  an  innocent  by- 
stander was  killed  on  20th  Street  in  an  un- 
solved drive-by  attack  on  gang  members  loi- 
tering in  front  of  a bakery.  This  crime  ignited 
a storm  of  media  coverage.  The  San  Fran- 
cisco Examiner , who  had  covered  the  Safe 
Streets  movement,  wrote  a series  of  highly 
sensationalized,  front-page  articles  on  Mis- 
sion gang  problems.  With  this  kind  of  pres- 
sure— and  to  the  amazement  of  Mission  resi- 
dents used  to  empty  words  from  bureau- 
crats— many  of  the  promises  have  been  ful- 
filled (See  Scorecard). 

Why  such  a favorable  response?  Media 
attention,  neighborhood  activism,  and  per- 
sonal interest  from  city  officials — from 
Mayor  Brown  down — have  played  a big  role. 
Mayoral  Assistant  Dufty  got  involved  with 
the  Mission  while  working  on  Susan  Leal’s 
staff,  and  Leal  herself  has  taken  an  active 
role.  I have  never  before  gotten  the  kind  of 
rapid  response  to  phone  calls  that  I got  on 
this  story. 

Some  success  comes  from  having  a repu- 
tation, some  from  experience.  “We  were  able 
to  do  things  in  a couple  of  weeks  that  took 
us  years  last  time,"  said  Courtney.  “We  knew 
who  to  call,  and  people  at  City  Hall  already 
knew  us." 

Where  are  we  now? 

A lot  of  work  remains  to  make  20th  Street 
area  and  Mission  Playground  safe  for  all. 
"We  need  to  offer  serious  alternatives  to  the 
kids  in  and  around  the  gangs,"  says  Frank 
Morales.  At  a March  21  meeting,  Dufty  led 
a large  group  of  service  providers  and  resi- 
dents in  planning  a Job  Fair  for  youth  on 
April  26  at  three  locations:  Dolores  Park,  La 
Raza  Park  on  Potrero,  and  Mission  Play- 
ground. Youth  workers,  including 
Americorps  voluqteers,  are  supposed  to 
handle  the  outreach,  and  local  businesses  will 
come  with  jobs.  A tutor/mentoring  program 
is  also  under  way,  organized  by  the  National 


Junior  Tennis  Organization,  as  is  the  recruit- 
ing of  park  neighbors  as  tutors. 

Parks  Superintendent  Ron  DeLeon  says 
contracts  for  the  new  playground  structures 
have  already  been  awarded,  and  work  should 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  June.  New,  pow- 
erful lights  should  be  installed  in  mid-April, 
according  to  DeLeon.  The  swimming  pool 
is  ready  to  open  this  month.  Future  play- 
ground staffing  levels  are  unclear,  pending 
the  June,  1997  budget. 

The  police  are  also  doing  outreach.  Some 
bicycle  officers  are  getting  to  know  the  youth 
and  are  planning  soccer  games  with  the  kids. 
Police  also  remain  very  active  around  20th 
Street,  arresting  gang  members  on  drug  and 
weapon  charges  whenever  they  can.  Under- 
cover officers  arrested  a carload  of  drive-by 
shooters  at  Folsom  and  26th  when  they 
opened  fire  on  a gang-affiliated  group  the 
police  were  observing.  Some  pay  phones 
used  by  drug  dealers  have  been  removed 
from  20th  and  Valencia.  No  arrests  have  been 
made  in  the  major  shootings;  police  say  they 
have  leads.” 

The  proposed  injunction  against  gang  ac- 
tivity is  in  City  Attorney  Louise  Renne’s 
hands  now.  She  says,  “We  are  looking  at  it, 
as  well  as  many  other  options."  Many  in  law 
enforcement  seem  to  think  such  a broad  in- 
junction would  be  unworkable  and  not  worth 
the  tremendous  effort  it  would  lake  to  imple- 
ment. 

All  the  effort  could  pay  off  if  govern- 
ment, nonprofits,  businesses  and  residents 
continue  to  cooperate.  The  most  encourag- 
ing part  of  the  movement  so  far  has  been  the 
responsiveness  of  government  agencies,  in- 
cluding the  usually  hapless  Recreation  and 
Parks  Department.  If  city  officers  continue 
to  find  resources  and  act  with  responsibility 
and  energy,  and  if  residents  stay  involved, 
Mission  youth  may  yet  have  a chance  to  grow 
and  develop  in  peace. 


Mark  your  calendar  for  these  chances  to 
help:  • Sunday,  April  13,  9 a.m.—l  p.m.. 
Mission  Playground  Cleanup.  • Saturday. 
April  26  9 a.m. — 1.  p.m.,  JOB  FAIR  - Mis- 
sion Playground,  Dolores  Park.  La  Raza 
Park.  To  get  involved,  call  Mission  Play- 
ground Neighbors  at  553-8717. 
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Gangster  Love 


Watch  Out  for  This  Class 

Historically  free  vocational  skills  training  class  needs  a 
show  of  community  support  to  avert  cut  by  City  College 


by  Cynthia 

ONE  OF  THE  MOST  DIFFICULT  KINDS 
of  loves  a person  may  ever  have  to  deal  with 
is  gangster  love.  The  majority  of  victims  are 
young  girls  in  gangs  who  become  easily  af- 
fected by  gangster  love.  This  is  a tragedy  that 
gang  girls  have  to  face  each  day.  It’s  almost 
always  a serious  crisis  in  their  lives.  A lot  of 
these  girls  end  up  confronting  a life  with 
many  unexpected  consequences.  This  night- 
mare all  begins  with  a strong  powerful  mag- 
netic force  seducing  you  in  with  the  rest  of 
the  gang  members  into  a labyrinth  of  forbid- 
den love  that  slowly  involves  you  into  a web 
of  problems.  It’s  the  kind  of  love  that  makes 
its  first  approach  towards  you  holding  a ma- 
nipulative master  key  that  opens  up  many 
beautiful  offerings  and  promises. 

Meanwhile,  he  waits  in  silence  to  take 
advantage  of  you  during  that  moment  when 
gangster  love  opens  the  secret  door  of  your 
life.  Then,  unfortunately,  feeling  locked 
down  by  his  poisonous  passion,  you  wander 
through  sleepless  nights  thinking  there  will 
never  be  a way  out.  But  he  knows  how  to 
play  his  feigned  game,  confusing  you 
through  a puzzle  that  leads  to  the  entrance 
of  his  life.  He  is  the  deceiving  clown  who, 
from  the  outer  self,  carries  a smiling  mask. 
But  beneath  the  inner  self,  his  evilness  lurks 
anonymously  within  a great  lie.  You  are  too 
blinded  by  the  darkness  of  this  love  to  see 
his  two  faces,  his  two  split  personalities  that 
blend  together  making  a thin  line  between 
love  and  hale. 

Some  girls  may  be  lucky  with  their  love 
life  where  he  eventually  falls  in  love  with 
you  and  you,  instead,  become  his  perpetual 
misery  and  it  becomes  impossible  for  him  to 
let  go  of  you  and  he’ll  keep  running  back. 
But,  others,  less  fortunate,  are  used  and 
abused  and  then  abandoned  by  him.  Then 
there  are  the  persistent  ones  that  don't  care 
and  never  give  up  on  their  love.  Even  though 
they're  being  mistreated  and  ignored  they 
keep  trying  for  a worthless  guy. 


All  the  pain,  the  pressure,  the  embarrass- 
ment and  humiliation  can  be  very  emotional 
and  depressing  for  many  girls  that  are  expe- 
riencing gangster  love.  One  of  the  main  rea- 
sons that  girls  get  themselves  into  this  kind 
of  mess  could  be  that  they  are  feeling  alone 
and  looking  to  fulfill  an  emptiness  with  love, 
hoping  for  someone  to  love  them  back 
equally  in  the  same  way.  Sometimes  it’s  due 
to  the  lack  of  love  or  communication  at 
home.  So  they  explore  the  streets,  ending  up 
in  a gang  trying  to  find  a cure  for  this  need, 
and  they  don’t  know  who,  when,  where,  why 
or  what  to  accept  or  give.  They  fall  into  the 
mistake  of  young  gangster  love:  not  having 
much  knowledge  or  time  or  patience  to  get 
to  know  a guy  or  what  his  roots  are  really 
about  or  what  his  real  intentions  with  you 
could  be. 

Be  brave,  move  on 

If  any  girl  tolerates  this  kind  of  situation  in 
their  love  life,  my  suggestion  to  you  is  that 
you  must  try  to  learn  to  be  brave,  and  move 
on  and  find  someone  else  or  something  else 
better  for  yourself.  We  all  deserve  better  in 
our  young  lives — especially  the  young  moth- 
ers, who  need  to  rise  up  to  be  strong  for  the 
new  generation.  So  you  must  all  learn  how 
to  play  the  gangster  love  game  your  way. 
Don't  let  anyone  one  step  over  you  or  ever 
let  you  down,  because  there  are  certain  guys 
out  there  who  really  think  they  have  your 
grip,  but  all  it  takes  is  for  you  to,  one  day, 
turn  around  and  whip  their  ass  when  it  hurts 
them  the  most.  It's  all  in  your  mind,  so  use 
it,  and  give  him  a taste  of  the  same  pain  you 
now  have  or  have  experienced  . You'll  be 
amazed  to  realize  how  weak  he  can  "B  " ... 

Gang  members:  This  is  your  column.  This  is 
your  voice.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap 
songs,  essays,  and  art  to  Deantie  Berger- 
Moudgil,  Gangspeak  Column  Editor,  c/o 
New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia,  S.E  941  JO. 
Call  Deanne  at  864-6531  or  page  her  at  227- 
6338. 


By  Lee  Cameron 

One  of  the  hidden  secrets  of  the  Mis 
sion  is  a little  known  City  College 
vocational  class  offered  at  the  Mis- 
sion Campus  at  22nd  and  Bartlett.  The  train- 
ing that  you  get  from  this  historically  free 
class  can  be  used  in  many  different  profes- 
sions and  industries.  The  course  was  first 
offered  in  1939  and  it  is  the  last  public  class 
of  its  kind  on  the  West  Coast.  It  can  help  you 
to  work  on  small  mechanical  objects,  im- 
prove both  your  manual  dexterity  and  visual 
acuity,  as  well  as  analyze  problems  effec- 
tively. The  skills  you  acquire  can  be  used  in 
clean  room  assembly  in  Silicone  Valley,  cam- 
era repair  or  even  electronics.  Like  any  other 
class,  it  cannot  guarantee  you  a job  in  the 
real  world  but  it  can  prepare  you  to  meet  the 
real  world. 

Nevertheless,  most  people  would  prob- 
ably look  at  you  funny  if  you  told  them  you 
were  studying  watch  repair.  Yes,  watch  re- 
pair! Surprised?  You  should  be.  After  all  how 
many  of  your  friends  own  a watch?  How 
many  ask  you  what  time  it  is?  Sure,  not  ev- 
erybody appreciates  a mechanical  watch  and 
the  beauty  of  the  movement  inside.  Every- 
body can  appreciate  a battery  operated 
quartz,  but  a mechanical  watch,  one  with  a 
spring  that  must  be  wound  by  the  user  is  most 
often  more  than  just  a timepiece:  it’s  a per- 
sonal statement  by  the  wearer. 

Critical  lack  of  skilled  workers 

The  watch  industry  is  growing  faster  every 
year  but  the  number  of  qualified  repairmen 
is  decreasing  every  year.  Many  of  the  cur- 
rent repairmen  are  retiring  or  approaching 
retirement  age  and  there  are  few  to  replace 
them.  The  Swiss  watch  industry  recógnizes 
this  fact  and  is  actively  seeking  school  train- 
ing programs  to  teach  repair  of  the  watches 
already  produced.  Watch  repair  technicians 
salaries  increased  thirty  percent  last  year  over 
the  previous  year,  just  because  of  a lack  of 
skilled  workers.  A typical  wage  for  a watch 
repair  man  is  around  $20,000  a year. 

There  were  enough  watches  manufac- 
tured worldwide  in  1994  alone  to  equip  ev- 
ery person  in  the  United  States  with  three  or 
four,  and  each  one  will  need  maintenance  and 


repair.  All  quartz  watches  need  battery 
changes  every  one  or  two  years.  All  the  ana- 
log watches  (those  with  hands)  get  dirty  af- 
ter a few  years.  Where  will  you  get  this  ser- 
vice five  years  from  now...  ten  years  from 
now?  If  you  paid  more  than  $ 1 00  for  a watch, 
probably  are  going  to  try  to  get  it  fixed  when 
it  breaks,  instead  of  buying  a new  one. 

The  City  College  class  is  centered  around 
a main  teacher  and  several  mentors  with 
many  years  of  experience  - a master-appren- 
tice structure.  This  allows  for  individual  in- 
struction when  required  for  a student  who  is 
having  a particular  problem.  The  class  pro- 
vides the  type  of  extensive  hands  on  experi- 
ence that  is  necessary  to  become  proficient 
at  any  endeavor.  When  you  complete  the 
course  you  receive  a certificate  worth  includ- 
ing in  many  different  types  of  resumes  and 
work  portfolios. 

Old  union-style  apprentice  system 

Unfortunately,  City  College  is  considering 
discontinuing  this  program  or  possibly  charg- 
ing a fee.  The  trustees  seem  to  think  the 
course  has  become  a haven  for  hobbyists.  To 
some  degree,  they  are  correct  but  the  hobby- 
ists are  the  ones  who  serve  as  mentors  to  the 
beginning  students.  They  are  valuable  re- 
sources. 

This  watch  repair  class  provides  an  ex- 
perience that  can  only  be  found  in  the  old 
apprentice  system  still  kept  active  by  some 
of  the  unions  in  this  country.  The  same  train- 
ing system  is  used  by  the  Swiss  watchmak- 
ers today,  because  they  know  you  cannot 
produce  a master  of  anything  without  the 
experience  of  a master  to  serve  as  a guide. 

I hope  you  believe  as  I do  that  classes 
like  this  need  the  support  of  the  community. 
We  should  let  employers  know  NOW  that 
this  class  exists  but  may  never  be  offered 
again.  So  let  the  staff  at  the  Mission  Campus 
know,  let  the  trustees  and  the  chancellor 
know  that  this  class — free  and  open  to  all — 
benefits  the  whole  community. 


Lee  Cameron,  a former  student  of  the  watch 
repair-class,  is  the  owner  of  Retlaw  Camera 
and  Watch  on  2959  Mission  Street,  between 
25th  and  26th  Streets. 
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IF  YOU  ARE  A BUSINESS 
that  hires 
San  Francisco 
residents 
and  needs  help 
1)  Expanding 
2)  Finding  Capital 

Call  on  MEDA  at 

2601  Mission  St.,  9th  Floor 
in  the  San  Francisco 
Hispanic  Corporate  Center 
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niman  schell  beef  served  (natural  beef) 

no  hormones  • no  added  chemicals 

3285  21  street  @ valencia 
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PROJECT  AREA':  TO  BE  OR  BIOT  TO  BE 

Redevelopment  meeting  fails  to 
resolve  doubts  held  by  residents 


Informational 
session  leaves 
opponents  fired  up 
but  most  folks 
remain  undecided 

by  Kurt  Bier 

On  March  26,  Mission  residents, 
rabble-rousers  and  politicos  gath 
ered  at  Horace  Mann  Middle  School 
to  discuss  redevelopment,  a divisive  issue  in 
a too  often  divided  community.  Depending 
on  whom  you  listen  to,  redevelopment  is  ei- 
ther a useful  tool  to  facilitate  positive  change, 
or  a useful  tool  to  plunder  the  Mission.  At 
stake  is  substantial  control  over  the 
community’s  economic  development  and 
subsequent  say  in  how  the  Mission  defines 
itself.  Unfortunately,  the  meeting  was 
abruptly  brought  to  end  before  half  those 
signed  up  to  speak  did  so.  Opponents  of  re- 
development were  quick  to  interpret  this  as 
an  attempt  to  silence  them. 

Supervisor  Susan  Leal  kicked  of  the 
evening,  assuring  a crowded  assembly  hall 
of  her  good  intentions  and  admonishing  po- 
tential troublemakers  to  keep  the  meeting 
civil.  Leal  is  the  Honorary  Chair  of  the  24th 
Street  Revitalization  Committee,  a commu- 
nity group  comprised  of  residents,  mer- 
chants, non-profits  and  corporations  includ- 
ing Wells  Fargo  and  PG&E.  Following  Leal's 
introduction,  LuchiaMele  and  Jose  Campos 
of  the  San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency 
(SFRA)  outlined  strategies  used  by  the 
agency  to  reduce  blight  in  a community,  in- 
sisting first  and  foremost,  that  the  SFRA 
would  only  enter  a community  after  receiv- 
ing a clear  mandate  from  residents  to  do  so. 
“It’s  a judgment  call,’’  said  Mele!  “After  a 
series  of  meetings,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
votes  on  whether  to  make  an  area  a project 
area.’’  The  March  26  meeting,  called  by  the 
24th  Street  Revitalization  Committee,  was 
one  of  these  meetings,  and  to  fully  under- 
stand what  ensued,  a little  history  on  rede- 
velopment may  be  helpful. 

According  to  their  "action  plan”  pub- 
lished in  January  1997,  the  24th  Street  Com- 
mittee advocates  designating  a portion  of  the 
Mission  bounded  by  21st  and  Cesar  Chavez 
Streets  from  Valencia  to  Utah  Streets,  for 
revitalization.  The  committee  aims  to  “im- 
prove the  social  and  economic  conditions  in 
its  area  of  influence."  receiving  funds  for  its 
projects  from,  among  other  groups,  the  San 
Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency  (SFRA). 

The  SFRA  was  established  in  1947  to 
“eliminate  blight.”  SOMA,  Japantown,  and 
the  Western  Addition  are  some  of  the  areas 
whose  characters  have  been  dramatically 
transformed,  some  would  say  devastated,  by 
redevelopment.  Governed  by  the  Redevel- 
opment Commission,  whose  members  are 
appointed  by  the  mayor  and  ultimately  an- 
swers to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  SFRA 
has  a number  of  powerful  tools  at  its  disposal 
to  achieve  its  goal  of  eliminating  blight.  The 
most  powerful  of  these  tools  is  “eminent  do- 
main”, which  allows  the  Agency  to  acquire 
private  property  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner.  The  SFRA  can  also  appropriate  part 
of  additional  tax  revenues  it  generates  in  the 
area,  tax  increment  funds,  for  infrastructure 
improvements  and  public  amenities  like 
parks. 

Community  approval  required 

In  the  Fifties  and  sixties,  the  SFRA  regularly 
acquired  whole  blocks  and  then  razed  them, 
oftentimes  leaving  the  lots  empty  for  de- 
cades. This,  plus  heavy  handed-tactics  that 
displaced  large  numbers  of  people,  angered 
community  groups.  Residents  and  businesses 


were  left  out  of  a process  having  vast  impli- 
cations for  their  neighborhoods.  Now,  two 
decades  later,  the  agency  is  required  to  so- 
licit community  approval  as  a condition  of 
operating  in  a neighborhood. 

In  1992,  the  SFRA  gave  Chinatown  $2 
million  for  neighborhood  improvement  pro- 
jects. This  angered  non-profits  in  the  Mis- 
sion because  Chinatown  was  allotted  money 
without  having  to  become  a redevelopment 
project  area.  Ordinarily,  after  an  invitation 
from  the  community,  the  SFRA  sets  up  a Sur- 
vey Area  to  determine  if  redevelopment  is 
necessary.  If  so,  the  area  is  designated  a re- 
development “Project  Area"  and  a “Project 
Area  Committee"  is  elected  to  guide  the 
agency’s  activities.  But  ultimately,  the  SFRA 
decides  which  projects  receive  funding. 
When  Chinatown  received  $2  million  with- 
out having  to  through  all  this,  other  groups, 
like  the  24th  Street  Revitalization  Commit- 
tee, clamored  for  the  same  treatment.  With 
the  help  of  then-Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez, 
who  chaired  the  Revitalization  Committee, 
the  group  received  $1  million.  They  spent 
this  in  the  acquisition  of  properties  in  the 
Mission,  most  notably  the  York  Theater,  now 
Brava  for  Women  in  the  Arts  at  24th  and 
York  Streets. 

In  1997,  the  SFRA  no  longer  gives  out 
millions  of  dollars  to  communities  without 
designating  the  community  a Project  Area. 
Redevelopment  funds  enter  communities 
only  after  they  have  been  surveyed  and  made 
a Redevelopment  Project  Area. 

After  Mele  and  Campos'  lengthy  presen- 
tation, the  floor  was  relinquished  for  public 
comment.  One  Mission  District  property 
owner  warned,  “We  should  be  very  very  care- 
ful about  getting  redevelopment  in  the  Mis- 
sion.” 

Ron  Norlin  echoed  this  sentiment  in  less 
vague  terms  saying,  "They’ll  rape  us  with 
their  greed  if  we  accept  redevelopment.” 
Most  of  those  opposed  to  redevelopment  re- 
ferred to  “they":  a pronoun  which  at  various 
times  meant  the  SFRA;  or  the  24th  Revital- 
ization Committee;  or  non-profit  organiza- 
tions in  general,  but  most  of  the  time  it  meant 
the  ubiquitous  “they"  of  any  good  con- 
spiracy, real  or  imagined. 

Supporters  of  redevelopment  were  less 
emotional,  and  a large  part  of  those  in  atten- 
dance seemed  undecided. 

Raquel  Medina,  executive  director  of  the 
Mission  Economic  Development  Associa- 
tion, was  a voice  of  reason,  commenting  that 
"We  should  focus  on  getting  what  we  want — 
with  or  without  redevelopment." 

Public  fireworks  a certainty 

New  Mission  News  columnist  and  factotum 
activist  Andy  Solow  informed  the  group  of 
his,  so  far  successful,  attempt  to  bring  the 
question  of  the  legality  of  one  redevelopment 
funded  development  before  the  U.S.  Su- 
preme Court.  He  also  suggested  that  local 
non-profits  have  a vested  interest  in  redevel- 
opment as  it  would  redistribute  wealth  “from 
taxpayers’  pockets  to  their  coffers”.  The  oth- 
erwise indifferent  crowd  gave  him  a bit  of 
hissing. 

Another  resident  commented,  “I  don’t 
want  redevelopment  here.  What  we  need  to 
do  is  come  together  as  a community.  We  need 
to  talk  to  each  other.” 

Unfortunately,  moderator  David  Bracker 
announced  the  hall  needed  to  be  cleared  be- 
cause the  allotted  time  was  up.  cutting  off 
public  commentary  in  short.  Some  of  the  op- 
ponents of  redevelopment  who  hung  around 
in  the  auditorium  for  another  hour  said  there 
was  a fast  shuffle  on  the  speakers  cards,  leav- 
ing their  people  at  the  end  of  the  list  and  un- 
heard, due  to  the  inexplicably  quick  closure 
of  the  meeting. 

Continuing  public  fireworks  on  this  is- 
sue are  guaranteed. 


HAPPY  HOUR 

'everyda-4  7 Pm 
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$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


3160  16th  street. 
415.861.259 
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POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 


* Multicultural  Population 
* Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 
national  origin,  sexual 


Cognitive  Skill  Development 
Developmental  Approach 
Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion. 
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Mission 

Broadsider 


Andy  Solow 


Police!  Police! 

Where  are  the  police? 


IN  JUNE  1994,  SAN  FRANCISCO  voters 
passed  Proposition  D,  an  amendment  to  the 
San  Francisco  Charter  which  requires  that 
the  City  fully  staff  the  police  department.  The 
full  force  police  staffing  Charter  amendment, 
in  theory, 

Requires  that  the  police  force  of  the  City  and 
County  shall  at  all  times  consist  of  no  fewer 
than  1,971  full  duty  sworn  officers; 

• Empowers  the  board  of  supervisors  to  adopt 
ordinances  regulating  (he  scheduling  of  po- 
lice training  classes; 

• Requires  the  police  commission  to  initiate 
an  annual  review  to  "civilianize"  as  many 
positions  as  possible  to  maximize  police 
presence  in  the  communities  and  submit  that 
report  to  the  board  of  supervisors  annually 
for  review  and  approval; 

• Requires  that  the  number  of  full  duly  sworn 
officers  in  the  police  department  dedicated 
to  neighborhood  policing  and  patrol  for  fis- 
cal year  1993-1994  shall  not  be  reduced  in 
future  years;  and 

• Requires  that  ail  new  full  duty  sworn  offic- 
ers authorized  for  the  police  department  shall 
also  be  dedicated  to  neighborhood  commu- 
nity policing,  patrol  and  investigations. 

Well,  now  it’s  April  1997,  and  as  those 
of  us  who  are  still  alive  (Seth  Gray,  R.I.P.) 
and  living  in  the  Mission  well  know  that  in 
spite  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  rank  and  file 
police  officers — whom  I firmly  believe  are 
doing  the  best  they  can — the  crack  dealers, 
prostitutes  and  street  drunks  are  as  thick  as 
mosquitoes  in  spring  time,  and  gang  violence 
and  graffiti  is  still  out  of  control. 

Community  Policing 

When  I decided  to  write  this  story,  1 sent 
Chief  of  Police  Fred  Lau  and  all  of  the  po- 
lice commissioners  some  of  my  questions  in 
writing  and  called  police  headquarters  to  try 
to  set  up  an  appointment  to  see  Chief  Lau. 
After  calling  and  faxing  SFPD  Public  Affairs, 
the  Chief's  secretaries  and  the  commission 
staff,  numerous  times  for  more  than  a week 
without  response.  I decided  to  pay  Chief  Lau 
a visit.  So.  on  Wednesday,  March  19, 1 went 
to  the  regular  police  commission  meeting. 


only  to  discover  that  the  commissioners  and 
the  majority  of  the  command  staff,  includ- 
ing the  Chief,  were  skulking  about  in  the  in- 
ner sanctum,  hiding  from  a couple  of  hun- 
dred angry  citizens  and  about  a hundred  an- 
gry cops  who  had  come  to  express  their  feel- 
ings about  Officer  Mark  Andaya’s  involve- 
ment in  the  wrongful  death  of  Aaron  Will- 
iams. 

After  the  crowd  followed  the  commis- 
sioners upstairs  to  another  meeting  room,  I 
caught  Chief  Lau  as  he  and  the  rest  of  the 
command  staff  emerged  from  their  hideout. 
Chief  Lau  claimed  that  the  SFPD  currently 
has  in  excess  of  2,000  sworn  police  officers 
on  staff,  and  specifically  instructed  me  to  call 
deputy  chief  Holder  to  get  more  specific  an- 
swers about  SFPD  staffing  issues.  But  when 
I called  Holder's  office  the  next  day,  his  sec- 
retary told  me  that  Holder  was  too  busy  to 
talk  to  me.  1 had  to  threaten  to  write  "the  most 
negative  story  ever  written  about  the  SFPD 
command  staff  in  the  history  of  the  depart- 
ment” to  get  an  interview  with  Holder. 

The  Numbers  Game 

At  the  end  of  the  Jordan  administration.  Chief 
Ribera  promised  that  as  soon  as  Prop.  D took 
effect,  the  Mission  Police  District  would  be 
staffed  with  137  Q-2  police  officers  (not  in- 
cluding supervisors).  But,  in  a January  29, 
1 997  letter  to  St.  John's  Educational  Thresh- 
old Center  Community  Liaison  Ethel 
Ncwlin.  SFPD  Commander  Joaquin  Santos 
said.  "Mission  Station  currently  has  125  Q-2 
police  officers  assigned  [ 13 1 at  press  time].” 
Santos  further  staled  that  "the  figure  of  137 
was  set  by  a prior  police  administration  and 
was  based  on  different  factors  in  place  at  that 
time.  This  figure  may  not  be  achievable  in 
the  foreseeable  future...”.  Santos  went  on  to 
imply  that  none  of  the  other  district  police 
stations  would  be  getting  the  number  of  of- 
ficers previously  promised  by  Ribera  either. 

SFPD  deputy  chief  of  Field  Operations, 
Richard  Holder,  responded  similarly,  saying 
that  "there  was  "no  rhyme  or  reason  to  the 
police  staffing  promises  made  by  the  previ- 
ous administration,  and  we  can't  justify  those 
promises  because  they  were  not  based  on 


scientifically  derived  statistics.”  According 
to  Holder,  Prop.  D compliance  requires  a full 
complement  of  2,082  police  officers  of  all 
ranks.  But  Holder  also  stated  that  the  depart- 
ment currently  has  only  2,020  officers,  and 
33  of  them  are  permanently  disabled,  48  are 
on  temporary  disability  and  91  are  on  light 
duty.  This  leaves  1,848  sworn  officers  of  all 
ranks  on  active  duty,  123  less  full  duty  sworn 
officers  than  Prop.  D requires.  Since  Holder 
indicated  that  only  one  additional  academy 
class  is  planned  during  the  remainder  of 
1997,  normal  attrition  will  leave  the  depart- 
ment at  least  100  officers  short  of  Prop.  D 
mandated  staffing  levels  by  the  end  of  this 
year. 

In  response  to  the  claims  of  Lau,  Santos 
and  Holder,  Ne wlin  said,  "If  in  fact  the  SFPD 
really  has  two  thousand  plus  sworn  police 
officers  on  the  street,  why  can’t  they  fully 
staff  the  district  stations?  Are  they  utilizing 
the  police  officers  they  have  as  efficiently  as 
they  could?  Are  they  meeting  the  mandate 
of  the  City  Charter  Amendment  which  re- 
quires the  department  to  assign  new  officers 
to  community  policing,  patrol  and  investi- 
gations? Doesn't  Prop.  D mandate  that  cleri- 
cal and  administrative  jobs  now  performed 
by  police  officers  be  taken  over  by  civilian 
personnel?" 

Police  work 

Newlin  raises  a very  good  point.  How  can 
the  department  justify  assigning  lieutenants 


to  jobs  like  "film  coordinator  ”,  a liaison  be- 
tween the  film  industry  and  all  affected  city 
departments,  or  "commission  secretary",  a 
role  which  could  easily  be  performed  by  ci- 
vilians? We  can  all  appreciate  the  fact  that 
virtually  all  of  the  work  assignments  given 
out  by  the  film  coordinator  are  paid  at  the 
rate  of  time  and  one-half,  and  it  is  important 
to  make  sure  that  the  "right"  people  get  those 
jobs.  But  what  is  the  rational  basis  for  using 
a person  who  is  theoretically  qualified  to  run 
an  entire  district  police  station  or  command 
several  squads  of  officers,  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  the  commission  secretary? 

Prop.  D requires  that  the  commission 
report  the  department’s  progress  in  this  area 
to  the  board  of  supervisors  on  an  annual  ba- 
sis. I can’t  wait  to  see  the  reports. 

Hail  to  the  Chief 

Direct  and  open  communication  with  the 
public  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  good 
relations  with  the  community.  Communica- 
tion by  semaphore  or  sign  language  will  not 
suffice.  If  an  aggressive  reporter  can’t  get 
within  earshot  of  these  so  called  public  ser- 
vants without  twenty  phone  calls  and  faxes, 
a personal  visit  and  threats  of  public  vilifi- 
cation, imagine  how  hard  it  would  be  for  the 
average  person  to  get  their  two  cents  worth 
in. 

Hey  Chief!  We,  the  citizens,  are  good 
people.  Please  don't  be  afraid  of  us! 
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INCREASED  POLICE  VISIBILITY  IN  PARKS 

Changeover  at  Mission  Station 

Gregory  Suhr  steps  up  to  the  captain ’s  helm, 
Al  Casciato  vows  to  stay  active  in  community 


by  Kurt  Bier 

Nearly  a year  to  the  day  after  the  last 
storm,  the  winds  of  change  have 
once  again  swept  through  Mission 
Police  station.  A reshuffling  at  the  highest 
level  ended  up  with  Captain  Al  Casciato 
moved  to  the  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  and  Gregory  Suhr,  a lieutenant  and 
night  commander  at  Mission  Station,  pro- 
moted to  captain.  Though  they  share  the  same 
overall  goal,  subtle  philosophical  differences 
between  the  two  should  have  slight  but  ob- 
servable ramifications  for  Mission  residents. 

Casciato’s  departure  takes  place  during 
a difficult  time  for  the  Mission.  Contrasting 
economic  forces  continue  to  pull  the  district 
in  two  directions,  as  evidenced  by  the  ever 
more  startling  difference  between  Valencia 
and  Mission  Streets.  More  immediately, 
some  high  profile  assaults  and  murders  and 
a recent  upswing  in  gang  activity,  have  put 
an  extra  wrinkle  in  the  foreheads  of  residents 
already  concerned  about  violence  and  crime. 
The  police  department’s  response  to  these 
difficulties  will  be  an  important  factor  in  how 
the  Mission  gets  through  the  summer  months. 

In  an  interview  with  the  New  Mission 
News , Casciato  lamented  the  recent  violence, 
reflected  on  his  year  as  captain  and  spoke 
optimistically  of  his  future  involvement  in 
the  community  in  which  he  grew  up.  When 
asked  to  describe  his  most  positive  experi- 
ence as  captain,  Casciato  related  an  anecdote 
wherein  he  and  four  gang  members  met  in  a 
restaurant,  exchanged  pleasantries  and  dis- 
cussed police  policy.  “People  forget  that  po- 
lice work  is  about  people,  real  people,  inter- 
acting with  other  real  people.  Straight  law 
enforcement  has  to  involve  the  community.” 


This  attitude  engendered  good  feelings 
from  many  community  activists,  some  with 
a traditional  and  ingrained  distrust  of  the 
police.  “I'm  disappointed  to  see  him  leave,” 
said  Esperanza  Macias,  executive  director  of 
the  Women’s  Building.  “I’m  not  typically  on 
the  side  of  police  intervention,  but  Casciato 
was  very  good  about  being  responsive  to  the 
community.  When  we’ve  asked  him  to  be 
there,  he  was  there.  His  departure  is  really 
unfortunate." 

The  Consent  Decree  backfired 

That  Casciato’s  move  to  the  DPT  is  not  by 
his  choice  adds  to  the  misfortune.  By  order 
of  the  Consent  Decree,  civil  service  employ- 
ees are  given  an  exam  every  four  years.  The 
captain’s  exam  has  three  parts:  an  oral  com- 
munity policing  exercise,  a mock  staff  meet- 
ing and  an  oral  special  event  exercise.  Judges 
are  selected  from  police  departments  around 
the  country  and  the  grading  is  entirely  sub- 
jective. Only  those  who  score  among  top 
eighteen  are  eligible  for  promotion  to  cap- 
tain. Casciato  did  not  make  that  cut.  Accord- 
ing to  Julie  Gonzalez,  coordinator  of  the 
Consent  Decree,  the  city  attorney  is  actively 
advocating  that  the  consent  decree  and  there- 
fore, the  exams,  be  abolished. 

Casciato  intends  to  remain  active  in  the 
community.  Through  his  work  with  the  Com- 
munity Peace  Initiative  (CPI)  Culture  of 
Peace  Group,  he  hopes  to  address  what  he 
considers  the  most  pressing  problem  in  the 
Mission.  “Economics  are  driving  good 
people,  people  without  the  money  to  keep 
up.  out  of  the  Mission.  We  need  to  watch  out 
for  people  like  artists,  who  are  poor  until  they 
die.  We  need  to  keep  them  in  the  Mission.” 

Captain  Gregory  Suhr,  stationed  in  the 
Mission  for  the  past  three  years,  has  worked 
closely  with  both  Casciato  and  his  superior 
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Officer  Ray  Austin,  statistics;  new  Mission  Station  Captain  Gregory  Suhr;  Lieuten- 
ant Gabe  Harp,  day  watch  commander;  Sergeant  Pablo  Ossio,  code  enforcement. 
(Photo:  Arthur  Hudson) 


Commander  Joaquin  Santos.  During  an  ami- 
able chat  after  a meeting  on  redevelopment. 
Suhr  outlined  his  plans  for  the  Mission. 
“Working  with  the  Mayor’s  Office,  the  de- 
partment will  focus  on  crime,  gangs,  graf- 
fiti, and  garbage."  he  said  with  aplomb,  "I 
come  from  a narcotics  background  and  we 
intend  to  be  aggressive  in  narcotics  enforce- 
ment." Commanding  1 25  officers,  Suhr  plans 
on  increasing  officer  visibility  throughout  the 
district,  especially  in  parks  and  recreation 
areas,  by  encouraging  officers  to  regularly 
walk  a beat.  “You’ll  see  a lot  of  police,"  he 
said,  confidently,  “Officers  will  be  out  and 
about.” 

Adopt-A-Block  to  continue 

Gangs,  the  number  one  law  enforcement  "hot 
button"  issue,  will  get  increased  police  at- 
tention, with  an  emphasis  on  community  po- 
licing. "We  will  continue  the  Adopt- A-Block 
program."  Suhr  said.  He  also  emphasized  the 


need  for  youth  programs  to  supplant  bore- 
dom, a perennial  problem  in  the  economi- 
cally depressed  Mission.  "With  the  assistance 
of  RAP  and  the  school  board,  we  hope  get 
some  activities  for  these  kids  to  replace  the 
inactivity  that  leads  to  loitering  and  crime." 

Addressing  quality  of  life  for  residents. 
Suhr  said  he’d  like  to  see  Mission  Street  ben- 
efit from  the  kind  of  investment  currently  re- 
furbishing Valencia  Street.  “I  think  what’s 
happening  on  Valencia  Street  is  very  posi- 
tive. I'd  like  to  see  Mission  Street  look  more 
like  Valencia  Street.  We’d  like  to  bring  new 
businesses  on  board,  and  work  with  them  to 
improve  the  quality  of  life  for  everyone." 

A new  captain  is  rarely  promoted  from 
within  a station.  Suhr’s  ascension  is  meant 
to  lessen  the  impact  of  Casciato’s  departure, 
and  Suhr’s  good  working  relationship  with 
Commander  Santos  implies  a reorientation 
of  the  Mission  Station  towards  a more  ag- 
gressive style  of  crime  control. 


Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  60  Years 


mum 


f SINCE  1937 

V* 


^5^ 


Dark  Room  Supplies 

ANNIVERSARY  SPECIAL 
Half  Off  Color  D&P 

4/1  thru  4/19 

ANNIVERSARY  SPECIAL 
$2.00  Off  Photo  Gifts 

(Mouse  Pad/T-Shirt/Mug 
4/21  thru  4/30 

ANNIVERSARY  SPECIAL 
$3.00  Off  Color  Poster 

20x30  & B&W  20x30 
4/21  thru  4/30 


2959  Mission  St.  1:^7.0707 

(Between  25th  & 26th)  U1!  # "O  # O # 


We  feature  the 


Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

60S  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 

Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


TAO  YIN  t 

Chinese  Restaurant 


• Open  7 Days 

• Visa  /MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 


HOURS 

OPEN: 


free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $10.00 


Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  to  9:30  P.M. 
Friday  thru  Saturday:  1 1 :00  A.M.  - 10:00  PiYI. 


35^5  20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


! All  You  Can  Cal  Buffet  $4. 

Monday  thru  Friday  1 1 a.m.  ta  3 p.m. 


I 

■ 

I 


8 APRIL  1997 


New  Mission  News 


Green  City  Alerts 

Mission  Edition  Calenda 


Sarah  Bardeen 


• HARMFUL  LEVELS  OF  LEAD  are  often 
found  in  older  Mission  homes,  primarily  in 
tap  water  and  in  old  paint.  Adults  exposed  to 
lead  can  experience  nausea,  muscular  pain, 
irritability  and  high  blood  pressure.  Children 
are  more  vulnerable:  negative  effects  include 
stunted  growth  and  brain  damage.  To  get 
your  water  tested  call  the  S.F.  Water  Dept,  at 
872-5942.  The  cost  is  $25.  For  more  infor- 
mation about  lead,  call  1-800-LEAD-FYI. 

• THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS' 
Union  offers  the  services  of  the  Eviction 
Defense  Collaborative,  a free  legal  counsel- 
ing program  for  people  facing  eviction  and 
tenants  rights  issues,  all  at  995  Market  St., 
Suite  1416  on  Monday  thru  Friday  from  10 
a.m.  to  12  noon,  1 p.m.  to  3 p.m. 

• MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 
Corporation  invites  volunteers  to  help  in  an 
after-school  youth  mentoring  program.  Tu- 
tors are  always  needed.  Call  Doug  at  864- 
6332,  ext.  315. 

• INTERSECTION  FOR  THE  ARTS  con- 
tinues its  "Experimission"  series  of  work- 
shops exploring  issues  of  oppression  with 
community  groups,  neighbors,  and/or  artists 
in  the  Mission.  Call  Deborah  at  626-2787. 


Events/Evenlos 


• SATURDAY  April  1 2/Sábado  1 2 de  abril  - 
San  Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners 
(SLUG)  ventures  into  the  world  of  urban 
gardening  with  a two-day  green  gardening 
intensive  workshop.  Fee.  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m., 
today  and  tomorrow.  285-SLUG. 

SLUG,  la  liga  de  jardineros  urbanos  ventura 
por  el  mundo  de  los  jardines  urbana  con  una 
clase  intensiva  de  dos  días.  10  de  la  manaña 
a 4 de  la  tarde.  Llame  al  285-SLUG. 

• MONDAY  April  14/Lunes  14  de  abril  - San 
Francisco  Clean  City  Coalition  declares  this 
"One  Neat  City"  week.  Groups  throughout 
the  city  will  be  cleaning  it  up  all  week!  Call 
fora  referral  in  the  Mission.  553-2913. 


La\jnión  de  Limpieza  de  la  Ciudad  de  San 
Francisco  declara  que  esta  semana  será  "La 
Semana  de  la  Ciudad  Aseada.”  Para  colabo- 
rar con  sus  vecinos,  llama  al  553-2913. 

April  22  is  Earth  Day! 

• SATURDAY  April  19/Sábado  19  de  Abril 
Earth  Day  Resources  sponsors  the  5th  an- 
nual Earth  Day  Spring  Clean,  a Bay  Area- 
wide habitat  restoration  and  clean-up.  Work 
from  11  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  and  celebrate  after 
with  food,  drink,  and  prizes.  543-6050. 

El  grupo  “Earth  Day  Resources"  patrocina 
esta,  la  quinta  Limpieza  General  de  Prima- 
vera para  el  Día  de  la  Tierra  (Earth  Day). 
Obra  de  mano  haciendo  limpieza  y restaura- 
ción de  ámbito  natural  en  varias  localidades 
en  todo  el  Area  de  la  Bahía,  de  las  1 1 de  la 
manaña  hasta  las  2 de  la  tarde,  cuando  se 
pausa  para  celebrar  con  comida,  bebida  y 
premios  hasta  las  4:30  de  la  tarde.  Llame  al 
543-6050. 

• SUNDAY  April  20/Domingo  20  de  Abril 
Bernal  Hilltop  Restoration  Project  roots  out 
invasive  plants  and  recreates  Bernal  Hill's 
native  glory.  The  hills  are  alive  with  the 
sound  of  restoration!  1 1 a.m.  to  2 p.m.  282- 
5066. 

El  Proyecto  para  la  Restauración  de  Bernal 
Hilltop  les  invita  a desarriagar  plantas  inva- 
soras  del  extranjero  y gozar  de  la  belleza  que 
es  el  ámbito  natural  de  Bemal  Hill.  De  las 
1 1 de  la  mañana  hasta  las  2 de  la  tarde.  Lla- 
me al  282-5066. 

(Translation  by  Salvador  Velasco.) 

The  Green  City  Project,  a San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  non-profit  environmental  program, 
works  to  increase  the  compatibility  of  cities 
with  local  natural  systems  by  providing  re- 
sources to  link  individuals  and  groups  with 
each  other  in  community-based  ecological 
actvities.  GCP  is  a project  of  the  Planet  Drum 
Foundation.  Contact  us  at  285-6556. 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 


3147  16th  St. 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 
Sat  7 to  5 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-9122 


606  Mission  St.  @2nd 
M-F  6am  to  6pm 
Phone  512-1570 


EYE  $29 

EXAM 

COMPLETE 

(Includes  Glaucoma  and  Cataract  Tests) 


$25  OFF 

Eye  glasses  or 
Contact  Lenses 
Present  at  time  of  ordering 


Dr.  Purewal  (Optometrist)  648-2777 

3130  - 24th  Street  (Between  Shotwell  & Folsom) 

BEST  VALUE  IN  THE  MISSION 
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Dear  Neighbors: 

Like  you,  we  at  MHDC  are  incredibly 
saddened  by  the  recent  violence  in  the 
Mission  District.  Our  community  has 
tried  so  many  different  ways,  many  of  them 
successful,  to  address  the  root  causes  of  the 
problems  we  experience  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. At  this  time  of  tragedy  and  anger,  it's 
important  that  we  hold  on  to  our  values  as  a 
community. 

This  is  why  our  sadness  was  mixed  with 
anger,  last  week,  after  we  received  an  e-mail 
message  about  this  violence  that  displayed  a 
horrifying  level  of  hatred  and  bigotry.  Al- 
though many  people  received  the  letter, only 
one  person  chose  to  inform  MHDC  of  its  con- 
tent. We  know  that  this  e-mail  doesn't  repre- 
sent the  attitudes  of  the  majority  of  us  who 
live  and  work  in  the  Mission,  but  we  feel 
compelled  to  expose  its  content  to  the  rest  of 
the  community. 

The  message  stated,  “Activists  re  the 
Mission  playground  @ 19th  & Valencia  got 
a lot  of  favorable  press  last  week  for  having 
a large  meeting  with  the  Mission  Police. 
Then  more  (unfavorable)  press  last  night 
about  the  shooting  @ 20th  & Lexington. 
Evidently  the  neighbors  have  ID'ed  the  bak- 
ery where  the  shooting  took  place  as  a Sal- 
vadoran drug  hangout,  and  are  now  taking 
steps  w/police  to  get  it  closed.  I am  pleased 
to  see  this  kind  of  thing  going  down  at 
[MHDC  Executive  Director]  D.Hemandez’ 
doorstep.  MHDC's  pandering  to  the  notion 
of  pushing  the  Mission  way  beyond  its  car- 
rying capacity  is  coming  home  to  roost — 
right  where  it  should." 

This  message,  only  one  example  of  dan- 
gerously misdirected  frustrations,  was 
authored  by  an  individual  who  often  speaks 
on  behalf  of  others  at  community  meetings. 
Not  surprisingly,  in  public,  he  denies  any  ani- 


MISSION  HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT  CORP. 


mosity  toward  affordable  housing  or  the 
people  it  serves. 

MHDC  residents  and  staff  have  been  the 
subject  of  dehumanizing  and  bigoted  attacks, 
but  we  are  not  alone.  Only  last  week,  Mis- 
sion residents  joined  together  to  protest  the 
racist  remarks  directed  at  another  neighbor- 
hood resident  in  the  apparent  safety  of  the 
Mission  Public  Library'- 

Implying  that  the  residents  or  develop- 
ers of  affordable  housing  are  responsible  for 
the  problems  in  our  community  is  harmful 
and  irresponsible.  This  attacking  of  individu- 
als who  are  low-income,  immigrants,  or 
people  of  color  is  the  stuff  that  tears  the  com- 
munity apart  at  a time  that  it  needs  to  come 
together.  The  diversity  of  the  Mission  is 
among  its  greatest  assets. 

As  neighbors,  we  cannot  tum  a blind  eye 
toward  bigoted  commentaries,  public  or  pri- 
vate. We  need  to  understand  who  these 
people  really  are  and  denounce  their  thinly 
veiled  attempts  to  dehumanize  and  scapegoat 
others.  More  importantly,  we  need  to  con- 
tinue to  support  this  neighborhood’s  diver- 
sity, and  join  together  in  efforts  such  as  the 
recent  candlelight  vigils,  and  work  to  Find 
real  solutions  to  the  problems  of  poverty  and 
disenfranchisement. 

The  Staff  of  MHDC 


ART  ALERT!  ART  ALERT 

COMING  THIS  MONTH  TO  THE  MISSION  - ARTBEAT  GALLERY,  AN 
ARTSPACE  AND  RETAIL  STORE  FEATURING  THE  WORK  OF  WORLD 
CLASS  INTERNATIONAL  ARTISANS.  THIS  NEWEST  ADDITION  TO  OUR 
CULTURAL  RENIASSANCE  IS  LOCATED  AT  3266  21st  ST.,  ONE  BLOCK 
EAST  OF  VALENCIA.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  452-1 104  
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Artist  Calixto  Robles  will  return  to  teach  at  MCCLA  [see  end  note].  (Photo:  Nancy  Opitz) 

Mission  Gráfica  closure  battle 
sparks  a protest  and  petitions 


by  Wendy  Hall 

The  signs  that  hung  outside  the  Mis 
sion  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 
on  March  22  were,  unfortunately,  of 
the  times.  Mission  Gráfica,  the  silkscreen  de- 
partment of  the  MCCLA,  was  still  closed, 
leaving  many  people  feeling  denied  of  work 
space,  materials,  equipment,  classes  and  a de- 
partment they  worked  for  years  to  build. 
Sharon  Hahn,  a volunteer  teacher  at  the  Mis- 
sion Gráfica,  said  she  felt  the  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  had  done  a serious  disservice. 
*The  closing  has  been  detrimental  to  the  stu- 
dents, the  artists  and  the  community  at  large.” 

Although  the  closing  has  caused  a lot  of 
anger,  the  protest  itself  was  not  overtly  dis- 
ruptive. Although  there  was  a group  of  at 
least  twenty-five  people,  none  of  the  artists, 
students  and  members  of  the  community  who 
came  to  the  event  were  chanting,  shouting 
or  even  marching — everyone  was  simply 
present. 

Calixto  Robles,  a Mission  Gráfica  em- 
ployee who  was  recently  terminated  with- 
out prior  notice,  said  that  the  main  purpose 
of  the  demonstration  was  to  raise  public 
awareness  and  increase  signatures  for  a pe- 
tition demanding  the  reopening  of  Mission 
Gráfica.  “We  decided  to  make  a demonstra- 
tion to  make  people  realize  the  place  is  still 
closed  and  we  want  to  keep  doing  art,  that  it 
is  a public  space  for  the  community  and  it 
shouldn’t  be  closed,”  he  said. 

Some  worry  about  rumored  plans 
to  commercialize  Mission  Gráfica 

The  petition  cites  two  principal  demands:  the 
immediate  reopening  of  Mission  Gráfica  and 
the  establishment  of  a Mission  Gráfica  advi- 
sory committee,  with  a voting  representative 
to  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center.  It  also  makes 
the  charge  that  “the  administration  (the  pro- 


gramming committee)  has  consistently  with- 
held information  and  excluded  the  commu- 
nity from  the  decision  making  process”. 

(The  meeting  of  the  Programming  Com- 
mittee that  resulted  in  the  closing  of  Mis- 
sion Gráfica  was  closed  to  the  public.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  general  feeling  among  dem- 
onstrators that  this  had  been  an  example  of 
the  way  members  of  the  board  of  directors 
have  sought  to  avoid  participation  by  their 
critics  within  the  community.) 

Community,  not  elitist,  profitable  art 

The  petition  stated  that:  "the  Administration 
appears  to  have  forgotten  that  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  receives  funding  from  the 
Arts  Commission,  which  is  in  turn,  funded 
through  taxpayer  dollars.  The  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  has  an  obligation  to  the  com- 
munity it  serves  to  provide  consistent  access 
to  the  Mission  Gráfica  studio  and  involve  the 
community  regarding  Mission  Gráfica 
policy”. 

Robles  also  expressed  his  worry  that  the 
MCCLA  wants  to  turn  the  previously  non- 
profit Mission  Gráfica  into  a business-a 
privatization  which  would  be.  to  say  the  least, 
very  unwelcome. 

Jorge  Molina,  a protest  participant  and 
local  artist  who  has  worked  with  Mission 
Gráfica  precisely  because  it  was  non-profit 
said,  “We  are  not  doing  art  for  some  elitist 
purpose.  We  are  doing  it  for  the  community.” 

[Shortly  before  going  to  press,  NMN  received 
a fax  signed  by  Mission  Gráfica  Director 
Juan  Fuentes  announcing  that,  as  of  March 
27,  the  studio  had  been  ", officially  " reopened 
and  that  Calixto  Robles  arid  Mike  Roman  will 
leach  its  screen  printing  classes;  Sharon 
Hahn,  woodcut  and  mixed  media;  and 
Alexandra  Blum,  etching.  For  further  infor- 
mation, the  MCCLA  can  be  contacted  by 
calling  (415)821-1155  or  sending  a fax  to 
(415)648-0933.] 
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ice  cream 
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Lucy’s  Lunchbox 

French  Pastries 

ffUO-llpm  fj 

Soups 

NY  Cheesecakes 

s«i.  1111pm  jL*  4 

Quiches 

Brownies 

In,  1 2 Bpm  A|  j)L 

Spinach  Lasagna 

Ice  Cream 

Ji 

Black  Bean  Tart 

Vegan  Cakes 

fiámi 

Tex  Mex  Pasta  Salad... 

Low  A Non  Fat... 

1109  Valencia  St  corner  of  22nd  824-7659  lucy  peapod.com 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parentsl)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  r.nd 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  decaying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


Order  to  Go! 
Free  Delivery! 

Open  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


u 693-9613 
693-9614 


380  Bush  Street  near  Kearny 

(Downstairs)  San  Francisco,  CA  94108 


K it  is  time  for 


Open  Everyday  6am  to  Midnight 


MEXICAN  FOOD 

Fresh  Fast  Delicious 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/ BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 

needs) , Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e  g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Quqlifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 


Loan  Amount  Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


lender 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m ¡937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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New  Mission  News 


Retlaw  Camera  and  Watch 
begins  its  seventh  decade 
of  business  in  the  Mission 


by  Victor  Miller 

Retlaw  Camera  and  Watch,  if  not  a na 
lional  landmark,  should  be  some  kind 
of  landmark.  So  in  honor  of  its  sixty 
years  of  uninterrupted  operation  in  our  com- 
munity, the  New  Mission  News  would  like 
to  declare  Retlaw  a Mission  Neighborhood 
Landmark.  There’s  no  Joe  Retlaw  to  give  the 
award  to,  though — Retlaw  is  really  “Walter” 
spelled  backwards.  Seems  that  when  store 
founder  Walter  Cameron  was  going  to 
school,  gym  coaches  wrote  students’  names 
on  the  tips  of  the  their  shoes,  so  as  not  to 
forget  who  was  who.  Looking  down  at  his 
shoe  tips,  young  Walter  saw  Retlaw.  When 
he  opened  the  business  out  of  his  home  on 
Vicksburg  Street  in  1937,  the  name 
Cameron’s  Cameras,  struck  him  as  too  ob- 
vious, hence  “Retlaw”. 

Walter  soon  decided  he  needed  a more 
prestigious  location  and  in  1940,  moved  to 
Mission  Street.  From  the  day  it  opened,  the 
store  was  home  to  the  Camera  Club,  a group 
of  enthusiastic  amateur  photographers  who 
gathered  at  Retlaw  on  Friday  nights.  Ansel 
Adams  was  an  early  member  and  Imogene 
Cunningham  was  a kind  of  member.  Because 
she  liked  the  group,  Cunningham  occasion- 
ally attended  meetings  but  insisted  a club 
member  chauffeur  her  there  and  back  home. 
She  never  bothered  to  pay  dues.  Club  mem- 
bers went  along  with  this  because  she  was, 
after  all,  Imogene  Cunningham. 

A.  Adams,  Imogene  & Dorothy  Lineer 

The  Camera  Club  had  a long-standing  rivalry 
with  another  club  based  at  Mission  Camera, 
still  located  on  Valencia  near  22nd.  An  an- 
nual photography  contest  between  the  two 
went  on  until  the  late  Fifties,  with  Retlaw 
winning  the  last  competition  and  retaining 
the  trophy,  an  ancient  box  camera  that  he  tri- 
umphantly adopted  as  the  Retlaw  logo.  The 
Club  disbanded  in  the  seventies. 

Walter  Cameron,  who  passed  away  ear- 
lier this  year,  also  taught  photography  out  of 
the  store.  During  the  1939  World's  Fair, 
Olympic  swimmer  Dorothy  Lineer,  a Retlaw 
student,  and  Waller's  mother  snapped  pho- 
tos of  the  Fair  then  developed  and  printed 
them  at  Retlaw,  selling  them  on  the  fair- 
grounds the  next  day.  Lineer  became  the  first 
woman  to  join  the  Olympic  Club  and  was 
one  of  the  very  First  female  surfers,  as  well 


I.Q.’s 

Checked  At 
Door 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 


Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
01  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Kerouac  Alley) 


as  a long  time  friend  of  the  Cameron  family. 
Over  the  years,  former  Retlaw  students  have 
consistently  scored  in  the  top  ranks  in  inter- 
national print  competition.  One  Retlaw. 
alumni,  San  Francisco  optician  Dr.  Nager, 
has  become  somewhat  famous  for  his  series 
of  photos  of  AIDS  patients. 

Walter's  son,  Lee  Cameron  is  the  current 
Retlaw  proprietor.  He  began  work  at  age  ten 
by  helping  his  father  take  wedding  pictures. 
As  a young  man,  Lee  found  intriguing  work 
as  the  credit  manager  at  the  Playboy  Club, 
which  he  combined  with  work  as  a salesman 
of  photographic  equipment  and  supplies  to, 
among  other  people,  his  father.  By  197 1,  Lee 
was  working  at  Retlaw  full-time.  “My  roots 
are  in  the  Mission.  I'm  a Mission  boy;  I was 
born  at  Childrens'  Hospital.  I’ve  come  to  the 
Mission  nearly  every  day  of  my  life  and  1 
will  do  anything  to  revive  it,"  he  says. 

Lee  established  a“rep”  among  potential 
robbers  a few  years  after  taking  over  the  busi- 
ness. Six  thugs  working  a protection  racket 
entered  the  shop  one  day  and  one  of  them 
asked  menacingly  what  would  happen  should 
they  begin  smashing  the  place  up.  By  way 
of  response,  “Mission  Boy"  Lee  pulled  a 
shotgun  from  beneath  the  counter  and  pep- 
pered Five  of  the  six  with  buckshot.  End  of 
discussion. 

Multilinguistic  and  congenial 

Lee,  a master  printer  with  a number  of  inter- 
national awards,  speaks  proudly  of  the  other 
Retlaw  rep,  as  a photographer’s  photogra- 
phy store.  It  has  been  written  up  as  such  in 
the  tourist  guides  and  photography  publica- 
tions of,  by  his  count,  eighteen  different 
countries.  “We  have  a large  clientele  of 
people  from  all  over  the  world  and  they  want 
to  talk  to  somebody  who  knows  about  pho- 
tography. They  don't  want  to  come  to  some- 
body behind  the  counter  that  just  wants  to 
sell  them  something.  So  if  you  come  into  this 
store,  we’  11  take  the  time  because  I love  pho- 
tography and  I love  the  Mission.” 

In  his  long  tenure  at  Retlaw  Lee  has  no- 
ticed the  most  changes  in  the  last  decade.  He 
says  that  by  the  mid-eighties  English  had  be- 
come a non-language  of  the  streets  and  while 
formerly  ten  to  Fifteen  percent  of  his  custom- 
ers spoke  limited  English  suddenly  it  was 


Lee  Cameron,  proprietor  of  Retlaw  Camera  and  Watch.  (Photo:  Nancy  Opitz) 


more  like  thirty-five  to  forty  percent.  Lee 
adapted  by  learning  a few  words  of  Spanish 
and  matching  it  up  with  his  customers  few 
words  of  English  which,  aided  by  a consid- 
erable amount  of  congeniality,  worked.  In 
today’s  even  more  multicultural  Mission,  Lee 
says  his  limited  English  customers  consti- 
tute seventy-five  percent  of  the  business.  And 
what’s  more;  “I  need  the  same  few  words  in 
forty-five  languages  that  before,  I only 
needed  in  two,"  he  laments.  (Ironically  Lee’s 
family  history  holds  that  the  first  Camerons 
were  denied  entry  into  the  US  in  1808  be- 
cause they  were  monolingual  Gaelic  speak- 
ing Scots.) 

Family  photo  and  watch  restorations 

Retlaw  Camera  and  Watch  has  not  just  sur- 
vived, it  has  kept  up  a tradition  of  personal- 
ized in-house  services.  These  include  the 
restoration  of  old  family  photos,  creating  new 
prints  from  photos  whose  negatives  have 
been  lost  or  destroyed  and  camera  repair. 
Retlaw  also  offers  normal  developing  ser- 
vices and  a fully  stocked  photo  supply  house, 
the  oldest  one  in  San  Francisco.  The  store 
also  does  a lot  of  business  in  used  equipment. 


carrying  such  things  as  old  projector  bulbs 
that  can’t  be  found  elsewhere. 

For  the  past  few  years,  all  historical  pho- 
tos ordered  through  the  San  Francisco  Li- 
brary were  printed  by  Lee  at  Retlaw.  He  says 
this  business  has  dwindled  to  almost  noth- 
ing since  the  new  Main  opened,  but  he  has 
introduced  a service — watch  repair — to  fill 
the  economic  gap.  “I  started  watch  repair  be- 
cause of  the  competition  from  chain  stores. 
We  can’t  buy  in  that  volume  to  sell  at  those 
prices.  So  the  watch  businesses  has  been  a 
good  business  for  us.  It  pays  the  bills  for  the 
area's  that  don’t,”  says  Lee.  (For  more  on 
the  science  of  watch  repair  see  page  4.) 

Perhaps  the  best  thing  about  Retlaw 
Camera  and  Watch  entering  into  its  seventh 
decade  as  a Mission  Neighborhood  Land- 
mark is  the  fact  that  it's  reassuring  to  know 
that  love  of  craft  can  sustain  an  enterprise 
for  a lifetime  and  even  generations. 


Retlaw  Camera  atul  Watch  is  located  at  2959 
Mission  Street,  Phone  647-8737. 
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At  Last! 

The  Best  Lunch  in 
the  Solar  System 


MIDNIGHT  BREAKFAST 

FRIDAY  6*  SATURDAY 
MIDNIGHTTO  ? 


577  VALENCIA  STREET 

Tuesday  thru  Friday:  &:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Saturdays  & Sundays:  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Siegal’s  Fashions  for  Men  and  Boys 

SIEGAL/S  FASHION'S  for  BOYS  and 
MEN,  San  Francisco’s  oldest  name  in  retail- 
ing, has  been  on  Mission  Street  for  126  years, 
and  at  its  current  location  since  1926.  Siegal’s 
is  also  the  largest  haberdashery  in  the  United 
States  offering  a complete  line  of  clothing 
for  all  ages,  including  the  boys  wear  depart- 
ment and  the  hard  to  find,  “husky"  sizes.  If 
you’re  into  some  stylish  nightclub-bing, 
Siegal’s  can  set  you  up  with  that  electrifying 
zoot  suit  you’ve  been  looking  for.  (Come  to 
think  of  it,  who  else  could?) 

Dress  suits  for  boys  start  at  $39.99  and 
there  are  five  hundred  in  stock.  Siegal’s  has 
long  been  the  place  where  young  men  buy 
their  first  adult  clothes.  When  Mike  Gardner 
was  growing  up  in  Oakland  his  father 
brought  him  across  the  Bay  to  Siegal's  for 
his  suits;  now  Mike  owns  the  store. 

Men’s  suits  start  at  $99  (there  are  a thou- 
sand in  stock),  and  both  men  and  boys  suits 
come  with  free  tailoring  guaranteed  for  the 
life  of  the  garment.  For  that  fancy  formal 
affair,  Siegal’s  has  a substantial  tuxedo  rental 
department,  and  for  everyday  school  wear,  a 
complete  line  of  school  uniforms  can  be 
found  in  the  boys’  department  downstairs. 

Siegal’s  has  a multilingual  staff  speak- 
ing English,  Spanish,  German,  Hebrew  and 
a smattering  of  other  languages.  Shopping 
for  those  outside  of  the  area  is  made  conve- 
nient by  free  validated  parking  with  pur- 
chase. 


The  store  is  located  at  2366  Mission  and  open 
seven  days  a week  from  10  to  7 on  Monday- 
lliursday,  10  to  8 on  Friday,  10  to  7 on  Sat- 
urday and  12  to  5 on  Sunday.  Call 824-7730. 


Community  Thrift  Store’s  Tim  Malone 

ONE  OF  BETTER  stops  on  the  established 
route  for  Mission  District  Bargain  hunters  is 
the  COMMUNITY  THRIFT  STORE  located 
at  625  Valencia  near  17th.  The  spacious  and 
well-  stocked  enterprise  has  many  of  the  fea- 
tures of  other  local  thrifts,  including  some 
rock  bottom  prices  on  high  fashion  items, 
plus  numerous  curios  and  mysterious  art 
objects  with  which  the  shopper-driven  can 
wile  away  some  idle  moments.  The  book 
department  has  the  largest  selection  of  pre- 
viously owned  reading  matter  in  the  neigh- 
borhood outside  of  an  actual  used  bookstore. 
Computer  software — games,  programs  and 
operating  systems — is  usually  priced  at  $10 
or  below,  and  computer  hardware  of  all  kinds 
is  constantly  arriving  and  being  sold  at  re- 
markably low  prices. 

Sure,  it  ‘s  got  great  stuff.  Most  of  you 
already  knew  that,  but  did  you  know  it’s  all 
socially  conscious  great  stuff.  Like  most  of 
the  City’s  successful  thrift  stores,  Commu- 
nity Thrift  depends  on  donations  for  its  in- 
ventory. But  while  other  thrift  stores’  sales 
go  to  a particular  charity  such  as  Good  Will 
or  the  Salvation  Army,  at  Community  Thrift 
you  can  select  a charitable  organization  from 
a list  of  over  two  hundred  to  receive  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sale  of  your  donations.  Ben- 
eficiaries include  Meals  on  Wheels,  La  Raza 
Centro  Legal,  the  SF  SPCA,  and  WOMAN 
Inc.,  to  name  just  a few.  So  if  you’ve  been 
meaning  to  clean  out  the  old  garage  anyway 
and  you’d  like  to  support  a worthy  cause  at 
the  same  time,  call  up  Community  Thrift. 


Community  Thrift  is  open  seven  days  a week 
from  10  to  6:30  for  sales  and  10:30  to  5 for 
donations.  For  information  call  861-4910. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco;  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11*8  Mon-Thur 

11*9  PH- Sat 

11*6  Sunday 


• Typing  / Word  Processing 

• Tape  Transcriptions 

• Resumes 

• Letters  / Reports  / Proposals 


• Translations  (English/Spanish) 
( • Graphic  Design  / Typesetting 

• Fax  Services 

• Notary  Public 


3362  - 24th  St  - San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(across  from  Mission  Public  Library) 

(415)  824-4418 

a 

OFFICE  HOURS: 

Monday  - Friday:  9:00am  - 5:30pm 

Saturdays:  10:30am  - 2:30pm 


Your  MAGIC  office  in  San  Francisco! 


Omission  area  federal 

CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 

Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  AI  M machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 


The  Next  Fayes 

A Neighborhood  Market 
offering  Specialty  Groceries, 
a Coffee  Bar 
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Gourmet  Tapas  & Paella 


Paella  catering 
Live  music  Wednesdays 


ej ^ c'o 


lófeh,  & Caff  ft. 


EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 

CD  Player 


THURSDAY  y 

On  the  Border  -National  immigration  rights  or- 
ganizers Mana  Jimenez  and  Mantza  Broce  (two 
hardcore  activists  from  the  Southwest)  are  the 
featured  speakers  for  “Resistance  at  the  Border: 
Organizing  for  Human  Rights  and  Dignity"  En- 
glish & Spanish.  7:30pm,  Women's  Building,  3543 
18th  at  Valencia,  $5-$10,  (510)-465-1984. 


Composed  by  Mary  Brown 
Design  by  Navarrete-AJazán 


Bnng  your  own  dysfunctional  lamp  or  pick  out  one 
of  theirs  to  fix  and  take  home.  10am-2 :30pm, 
S.C.R.A.P,  Scroungers'  Center,  Pier  80  Shed  A. 
Free,  must  register  in  advance,  647-1746. 


FRIDAY 


Free  Food  Fun  - Guaranteed  free  fun,  video, 
food,  music,  party  at  BAVC's  21st  Anniversary 
Open  House  and  new  dig’s  celebration  5pm, 
BAVC,  2727  Manposa  at  Bryant,  Free 


SUNDAY 

Indian  Dance  - Jyoti  Rout  and  the  Nupur  Dance 
Company,  very  serious  dancers,  will  perform  East 
Indian  folk  dances  and  “Odissi,"  a very  old  temple 
dance.  This  is  a sacred  dance,  a form  of  worship 
and  meditation,  there  will  be  no  popcorn  eating  THURSDAY 
during  the  performance  7:30pm,  New  Perfor- 
mance Gallery,  3153 17th  at  Shotwell,  $12, 974- 
4313. 


WEDNESDAY 

Blusic  Music  - The  Charlie  Hunter  Quartet,  not 
to  be  confused  with  the  Charlie  Hunter  Trio,  will 
no  doubt  get  all  the  mover's  moving  and  all  the 
groover’s  grooving  along  with  unnamed  extra 
special  guests.  10pm,  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia 
at  18th,  $5,  552-7788. 

Bike  Lanes  - Want  to  nde  your  prettiest  bicycle 
on  Valencia  without  getting  doored  or  mowed 
down  by  speeding,  irritable  car  drivers?  The 
Valencia  Bicycle  Improvement  Project  meets  to- 
night and  every  other  Wednesday  to  organize  for 
a bike  and  pedestnan  friendly  Valencia  Street. 
6pm,  Valencia  Bike  Improvement  Project,  Free, 
208-6795. 


SATURDAY 

Anything  That  Moves  - People  who  love  all 
people  will  be  very  happy  people  at  the  Fence 
Sitter's  Lounge,  a bi-friendly,  bi-sexual  dance 
party  bi-nanza  for  bi-sexuals  and  their  uni-sexual 
and  non-sexual  friends.  9pm,  Casanova  Cocktail 
Lounge,  527  Valencia  at  16th,  $3-$10, 703-7977 
Free  Workshops  - Parents  and  community  mem- 
bers are  invited  to  attend  a day  of  free  workshops 
in  English  and  Spanish,  on  topics  ranging  from 
gang  violence,  Ebonics,  and  parent-school  part- 
nerships. lOam-lpm,  Everett  Middle  School,  450 
Church  St.,  Free,  reserve  space  at  274-0250 


Cuban  Field  Trip  - Hear  about  Radical  Women 
representatives'  visits  with  just  about  every  op- 


SUNDAY 

Daytime  Poetry  - Certified  poet  John  High  reads 
his  authentic  poetry,  The  Sasha  Poems,  along 
with  some  guy  named  Harry.  Open  mike  for  un- 
licensed poets  to  follow.  2pm,  3300  Press  Club, 
3300  Mission  St  at  29th,  Free,  333-3494. 


t 


SATURDAY 


sHf 


Magic  Lamps  - Learn  how  to  fix,  re-wire  and 
repair  lamps  without  electrocuting  yourself  at  the 
latest  free  repair  class  sponsored  by  S C R A P 


MONDAY 

Self  Help  Yourself  - Meet  loony,  new-agey  peers 
while  rediscovering  your  wounded  child  and  play- 
ing out  past  roles  during  this  six  week  “Love,  Inti- 
macy, and  Fantasy"  course.  6.30pm,  Everett 
Middle  School,  450  Church  St.,  Free,  585-5212. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


•Where  evew 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Mission  District 

Calendar 


TUESDAY 

Neighborz  in  the  Hood  - Set  your  early  bird 
alarm  to  get  up  for  the  16th  Street/North  Mission 
Neighborhood  Association  meeting  to  discuss 
more  plans  for  1997.  Come  meet  the  business 
owners,  residents  & activists  of  SF's  most  hap- 
pening neighborhood!  8:30am,  Centro  del  Pueblo 
Auditorium,  474  Valencia,  second  floor,  Free,  332- 
5800,  x116. 

The  Goddess  Next  Door  - Bring  you  inner  god- 
dess to  a reading  of  Latina/Chicana  feminist  sto- 
ries and  poems  by  contributors  to  Coyolxauhqui 
Re-Membered:La  Raza  Women’s  Journal.  Per- 
haps they  will  discuss  why  Godesses  tend  to  have 
unbelievably  long  names.  7:30pm,  Modem  Times, 
888  Valencia  St.,  Free,  282-9246. 


pressed  or  disenfranchised  group  in  Cuba  and 
plans  for  an  International  Feminist  Bngade  to 
Cuba  at  Radical  Women's  meeting  and  video 
night.  7:30,  Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  at 
16th,  $3,  864-1278. 


1 1 


FRIDAY 

New  Music  Festival  - Crawling  with  Tarts  per- 
form “Grand  Surface  Noise  Opera  Nr.  4 (Drum 
Totem)"  and  “Ochre  Land,  Blue  Blue  Sky,"  em- 
ploying a floating  house,  turntables,  radio  sources, 
small  electric  motors,  amplified  floor  boards  and 
other  doo-dads.  The  ensuing  sound  could,  ac- 
cording to  the  press  release,  make  you  feel  like 
some  sort  of  voyeuristic  lamp.  8pm,  Intersection 
for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  at  1 5th,  $1 0, 626-331 1 


(415)  SS2  3889  • 3228  16th  st.  San  Francisco.  CA  94103  • (between  Cerrero  & Dolores) 
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TUESDAY 

Got  Cheese  Whiz?  - Contributors  to  White  Trash, 
a collection  of  essays  exploring  the  stereotypes, 
and  economic  and  social  realities  of  being  “white" 
and  “lower-class"  in  America,  will  be  doing  the 
book  reading  thing  The  writers  will  read  on  top- 
ics ranging  from  pornography,  religion,  and  Elvis, 
to  trailer  parks.  An  evening  sure  to  please  even 
the  finickiest  white  trash  connoisseur.  7 30pm, 
Modem  Times,  888  Valencia  at  20th,  Free,  282- 
9246. 


Pass  the  Gefilte  Fish  - Congregation  Sherith 
Israel  presents  “Matzoh  Balls  and  More,"  a Jew- 
ish cooking  workshop  with  Louise  Fiszer,  author 
of  Jewish  Holiday  Feasts.  Oy  Vey1 7pm,  $5,  call  SU  NOAY 
for  location,  346-1720x63 
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SATURDAY 


SUNDAY 

Snazzy  Jazzy  - Community  Music  Center  Jazz 
Band  & Hoover  Middle  School  Jazz  Band,  present 
a finger  snappin'  good  concert  of  James  Brown, 
Herbie  Hancock,  Charlie  Parker  and  other  foot 
tappers  3pm,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  at  20th,  Free.  647-6015 


Fools  "R"  Us  - Join  Wise  Fool  Puppet  Interven- 
tion in  creating  giant  puppets  for  the  In  the  Street 
puppet  procession,  at  it's  weekly  free  Puppet 
Building  Workshops  1pm-4pm,  Boeddeker  Park 
Center,  off  Ellis  near  Taylor,  Free,  puppet  work- 
shops for  kids  Wednesdays  (April  30-June  4), 
4pm-6pm,  Tenderloin  Children's  Playground,  500 
block  of  Ellis,  905-5958 

Insult  Assault  - Every  1.3  minutes  a woman  in 
the  U.S  is  raped  Join  others  in  voicing  outrage 
over  this  sick  reality  at  the  San  Francisco  Women 
Against  Rape  rally,  self-defense  demonstration 
and  speakout.  English,  Spanish  and  Cantonese 
Noon,  Dolores  Park,  Free,  861-2024. 


Free  Play  - Free  solo  play  “Burning  the  Sunshine 
State"  by  hair-free  solo  playwright  Brett  Wheeler 
about  Florida  the  land  of  Freedumb  Oh,  have  I 
mentioned9  It’s  free!  8pm,  New  College  Theater, 
777  Valencia  St.,  Free 
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FRIDAY 

Filmology  - You'll  be  up  to  your  ears  in  Mike 
Mosher  at  the  end  of  this  rare  screening  of  his 
film  work,  “BIG  PICTURES,  SOME  MOVING 
Autobiographical  Short  Works  and  Found  Foot- 
age Films " Includes  the  lost  Mission  murals  of 
“Albion  My  Way"  and  his  pre-retro  films  from  the 
1 970s.  He'll  be  there,  too  8pm,  ATA,  922  Valencia 
at  21st,  $5,824-3890 
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SATURDAY 


Kids  These  Days  - “The  Sweetest  Hangover  (& 
other  stds)"  the  first  long  play  by  Ricardo  Bracho 
offers  an  insider's  look  into  the  after-hours  world 
young  gay  men  of  color  in  SF  have  made  for  them- 
selves 8pm,  Brava  Theater  Center,  2789  24th 
St  at  York,  $14,  runs  Thurs-Sun,  April  12-27,  call 


for  times  647-2822 
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TUESDAY 


HOMO-Folklorico  - Put  on  your  dancing  pants 
and  shimmy  over  to  beginners'  Mexican  fdklonco 
dance  classes  for  latinas  and  latinos  of  all  pos- 
sible queer  persuasions.  Tuesdays  in  April  6 30, 
Proyecto  ContraSIDA  Por  Vida,  2973 16th  at  Mis- 
sion, call  Oscar  to  sign  up,  575-1642. 

Kiddo’s  - De-glue  junior  from  the  TV  set  and  send 
him  to  the  library  for  a morning  of  fantastic  sto- 
nes and  puppets,  from  the  mouth  and  hands  of 
Bay  Area  storyteller  John  Sutton.  1 0am,  Mission 
Branch  Library.  3359  24th  St.,  Free,  695-5090 
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SATURDAY 


Mime  Troupe  - Come  sit  in  the  dog  poop  at 
Dolores  Park  for  a revived  performance  of 
“Revenger  Rat  Meets  the  Merchant  of  Death,"  a 
San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  look  at  corporate 
tobacco  buffoonery  and  mutant  vermin  2pm, 
Dolores  Park,  Free,  performances  also  at  New 
College  in  April,  call  for  times,  285-1717. 


Cesar’s  Army  - Learn  more  about  the  legendary 
labor  organizer,  whose  name  caused  crabby  Noe 
Valley  inhabitants  to  have  public  conniption  fits, 
from  the  authors  of  The  Fight  in  the  Fields:  Cesar 
Chavez  and  the  Farmworkers  Movement.  Susan 
Ferriss  and  Ricardo  Sandoval's  book  tells  the 
dramatic  story  of  Chavez  and  the  United  Farm 
Workers  Union  through  words,  photos  and  the 
FBI  spying  documents.  7:30pm,  Modem  Times, 
888  Valencia  at  20th,  Free,  282-9246 


WEDNESDAY 


Crossed  Fingers  - As  part  of  its  Wednesday  night 
Creative  Music  Senes,  Footloose  presents  Gino 
Robair  on  Drums,  and  Thomas  Dimuzio  and  Tim 
Perkins  on  computers.  If  they  aren't  really,  really, 
really  creative  it  could  be  a pretty  bonng  night. 
8pm,  Venue  9,  252  9th  at  Folsom,  $6-$10  slid- 
ing, 626-2169 


Bar-B-Que  Joint  & Smokehouse 


Bar-B-Que! 


AUTHENTIC 

Southern  Style 

SLOW  SMOKED 

Wood  fire  smoked  up  to 
1f>  hours! 

MEATS,  FISH 
& POULTRY 

Right  on  Cue  For  Reel  B.B.Q. 


Lunch 

TUES.  - SAT. 

11-2 

. V'.  > 

Dinner 
THURS.  - SAT. 
4-8pm 

* • ■*  **"  i 

2800  20th  St.  © York 

647-RIBS  (7427) 

' t - 


Martha  & Bros. 


■ ■■■■■  k 


CELEBRATING  THE 

Grand  Opening 

OF  ITS  4TH  LOCATION  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO: 

24 75 -A  Mission  Street 

(Between  20*h  & 21st  Streets) 

OFFERS  YOU  A 


SMALL  COFFEE 
or  75c  OFF  any  Espresso  Drink 


FREE 


UR 


THIS  OITER  IS  VAI.IP  l »NTII.  APRIL  27  Qf^LY  WITU  Tl  IIS  COI  TON 
AT  ITS  NEW  LOCATION  AT  247Í5-A  MISSION  STREET 
(BETWEEN  20TI I & 2 1 ST  STREET) 
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Memorial  altar  created  lor  local  artist,  activist  Pat  Singer 

IF  YOU'VE  WALKED  PAST  Back  to  the  Picture  recently,  you  might  have  noticed  a dis- 
play that  seems  somewhat  out  of  place  in  the  Valencia  Street  frame  shop  window:  a varied 
assortment  of  SF  Giants  memorabilia,  photographs,  books  and  flowers.  If  you  take  a closer 
look,  you  will  see  it's  an  altar  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Pat  Singer. 

Only  a few  months  after  her  fiftieth  birthday,  Pat,  a breast  cancer  activist,  died  of  the 
disease  on  January  13  of  this  year.  Pat's  battle  with  the  illness  began  way  too  early.  When 
Pat  was  quite  young,  she  lost  her  mother  to  the  ravages  of  breast  cancer,  something  which 
left  a lasting  impression  on  the  brave,  joyous  and  difficult  life  that  Pat  has  led. 

Aside  from  being  a talented  watercolorist  (she  had  a greeting  card  business  during  the 
last  year  of  her  life),  Pat  was  a sincere  and  caring  activist  in  many  respects.  She  rose  up 
against  two  major  obstacles  in  her  life  and  challenged  them  instead  of  letting  them  destroy 
her:  illness  and  imprisonment.  Inspired  by  the  Hope  Edelman  book  Motherless  Daughters, 
Pat  became  interested  in  forming  a Motherless  Daughters  group  in  San  Francisco  after 
attending  other  meetings  in  surrounding  areas.  For  years  she  was  dedicated  in  the  fight 
against  breast  cancer  and  was  active  in  various  organizations  for  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
She  was  even  featured  in  the  1978  documentary,  "Life  After  Breast  Cancer”. 

Aside  from  being  a strong  supporter  of  the  Cannabis  Buyers’  Club,  Pat’s  other  passion- 
ate battle  was  for  prison  reform.  Having  served  time  herself,  Pat  began  working  for  the 
prison  reform  movement  in  1972  , shortly  after  moving  to  San  Francisco  from  Ohio.  It  was 
through  her  involvement  with  prison  reform  that  she  met  her  first  husband,  Wilbert  "Popeye" 
Jackson,  a pioneer  figure  in  the  movement.  In  1975,  five  months  before  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Katanya  Jackson,  Wilbert  was  assassinated. 

At  a February  9 memorial  service,  all  those  who  attended  were  requested  to  bring  vari- 
ous mementos  to  contribute  to  her  altar  in  memory  and  celebration  of  her  life.  The  items 
each  reflected  the  deeply  personal  impact  Pat  had  on  everyone  who  knew  her. 

Pat  valued  the  love  she  gave  and  received  from  people  as  much  as  they  valued  hers.  In 
Motherless  Daughters,  the  book  that  Pat  treasured,  there  is  a quote  from  Colette  that  ironi- 
cally reflects  the  significance  of  both  her  life  and  the  loss  of  it:  "It  is  the  image  in  the  mind 
that  links  us  to  our  lost  treasures,  but  it  is  the  loss  that  shapes  the  image,  gathers  the  flowers, 
weaves  the  garland.”  (by  Wendy  Hall) 

New  locale  on  Mission  Street  found  for  FSP/Radical  Women 

ALMOST  A YEAR  AGO,  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  (FSP)  and  Radical  Women,  a social- 
ist feminist  organization,  were  taken  by  surprise  when  Robert  Disler,  the  previous  owner  of 
the  building  they  had  been  renting  on  Valencia  Street,  told  them  they  had  six  weeks  to  move 
and  relocate.  Having  occupied  that  space  for  over  thirteen  years,  the  eviction  notice  came  as 
a shock  and  was  perceived  by  members  as  a cloaked  form  of  prejudicial  treatment  imposed 
because  of  their  political  beliefs.  “It  smacked  of  political  discrimination,”  recalls  organizer 
Nellie  Wong.  “If  we  were  a business,  he  wouldn’t  have  kicked  us  out  in  six  weeks.” 

With  the  support  of  the  community — neighborhood  merchants,  organizations  and  resi- 
dents, the  FSP  successfully  resisted  the  eviction.  When  the  building  was  sold,  the  new 
owner  gave  them  ample  time  to  find  a new  home — which  they  did  as  of  March  15. 

Their  new  home,  at  1908  Mission  Street  will  house  a meeting  center  and  a library  of 
radical  literature  by  legendary  activists  who  pioneered  movements  from  civil  and  gay  rights 
to  labor  history.  The  library  also  serves  as  headquarters  for  their  quarterly  newspaper,.  The 
Freedom  Socialist.  Although  both  organizations  were  reluctant  to  move,  they  were  glad 
they  were  able  to  remain  in  the  Mission  District,  which  they  see  as  a community  that  is  in 
particular  need  of  their  services. 

Bay  Area  Radical  Women  organizer,  Imogen  Fua,  gave  an  interesting  explanation  about 
why  she  felt  remaining  in  the  Mission  was  important:  “The  Valencia  corridor  between  16th 
and  1 8th  streets  used  to  be  known  as  the  ‘Women’s  District’  and  ‘Commie  Row’.  Now  it’s 
more  like  ‘Coffee  Row’  with  all  the  new  cafes.  Staying  in  the  Mission  was  important  to  us 
because  we  are  involved  in  the  defense  of  immigrant  rights  and  issues  such  as  opposing 
Clinton’s  disastrous  welfare  cuts.” 

Saturday,  April  12  at  Shotwell:  Free  Health  Fair  care  for  a day 

THE  NATIONWIDE  DEBATE  over  health  care  may  never  be  resolved,  but  on  Saturday, 
April  1 2,  a staff  of  volunteers — UCSF  students  and  other  health  professionals — will  hold  a 
Health  Fair  at  the  Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center  on  Shotwell  Street.  This  fair  will 
provide  free  health  screening  and  information  to  those  who  cannot  afford  these  types  of 
services.  Services  will  include  HIV  testing,  prostate  exams,  screening  for  high  blood  pres- 
sure, cholesterol,  diabetes,  tuberculosis.  There  will  also  be  breast  exams  and  instructions  in 
self-breast  examination,  as  well  as  limited  visual  and  dental  exams  and  screenings. 

This  will  be  the  tenth  annual  free  Health  Fair  that  the  Chícanos  and  Latinos  in  Health 
Education  have  organized.  The  fair  will  take  place  from  9 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  For  those  of  you 
who  have  not  been  examined  in  some  time,  this  opportunity  should  not  be  missed. 

The  Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center  is  located  at  240  Shotwell  Street  at  16th  in 
San  Francisco.  For  more  information  contact  552-3870. 


April's  Neighborhood  Beat  stories  were  written  by  Wendy  Hall 
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St.  Luke’s  future  is  uncertain 


by  Adam  Savetsky 

St.  Lukes  Hospital's  search  for  a part 
ner  to  relieve  its  financial  burden  took 
a step  backwards  recently,  when 
Sutter/CHS  of  Sacramento  announced  that 
it  had  chosen  to  opt  out  of  negotiations.  Bill 
Gleason  of  the  Sutter  Group  told  the  New 
Mission  News  that  “St.  Lukes  wasn’t  a per- 
fect fit  for  us  at  this  time.”  Sutter  Group, 
which  owns  many  hospitals  in  the  Bay  Area 
including  California  Pacific  Medical  Center 
in  San  Francisco  and  Alta  Bates  in  Berkeley, 
has  been  buying  up  a large  share  of  the  hos- 
pitals in  the  Bay  Area. 

Sasha  Cutler,  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  and 
Hospice  Workers  ( VNH),  has  been  working 
under  Sutter  since  they  bought  Cal  Pacific 
and  believes  that  Sutter’s  presence  would 
have  been  detrimental  for  the  Mission.  “All 
Sutter  cares  about  is  cutting  costs  and  mak- 


Library  will 
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earlier  in  the  year.  As  if  to  prove  that  exact 
point,  a librarian  at  the  Mission  branch  told 
the  New  Mission  News  to  expect  the  Mis- 
sion branch  to  be  closed  for  about  six  weeks. 

The  Mission  Branch  renovation  is  actu- 
ally a couple  years  behind  schedule  and  will 
be  the  last  of  five  branches  to  be  seismically 
upgraded.  Park,  Presidio,  Sunset  and 
Chinatown  branches  have  all  completed  their 
upgrades.  A major  design  for  Mission  Branch 
was  undertaken  in  1995,  but  space  and  bud- 
geting concerns  caused  further  delay. 

Besides  the  seismic  upgrade,  the  reno- 
vations on  the  old  building  will  include  an 
electrical  upgrade,  an  elevator  for  disabled 
access,  removal  of  the  central  stairway  to 
provide  more  reading  space,  new  restrooms 
for  adults  and  children,  a new  computer  lab 
and  additional  square  footage  for  seating  and 
shelving.  The  mam  entrance  will  be  moving 
around  the  comer  from  24th  Street  to  Bartlett 
Street. 

The  new  space  at  Mission  and  22nd 
Streets  fulfills  the  Library’s  most  important 
requirements  for  the  temporary  branch:  the 
right  size,  a location  in  the  heart  of  the  Mis- 
sion, proximity  to  the  present  library  and  ac- 
cessibility for  the  disabled. 

Staircase  is  hard  on  seniors 

Over  at  24th  and  Bartlett,  librarians  seem  to 
be  warming  to  the  new  interim  site,  as  well. 
“We’re  very  lucky  to  have  found  this  space," 
chimed  out  librarian  Gloria  Hanson.  "Five 
thousand  square  feet  in  the  Mission,  all  on 
one  floor  and  with  wheelchair  access.  (The 
new  location’s]  Floor  to  ceiling  windows 
won’t  hurt,  either.”  While  the  temporary  col- 
lection will  have  to  be  a little  smaller  than 
the  permanent  collection  in  order  to  fit  into 
the  new  space,  it  will  still  include  the  entire 
Spanish  language,  Latino  interest  and  teen- 
age interest  book  collections. 

The  current  Mission  Library  Branch  is  a 
beautiful  and  functional  building:  still,  there 
are  a few  major  problems  that  the  new  floor 
plans  will  be  designed  to  address.  One  is  the 
problem  of  the  central  staircase,  which  al- 
though a stately  reminder  of  the  Mission’s 
living  past,  is  too  large  and  cumbersome  for 
the  safe  navigation  of  the  senior  and  disabled 
populations.  “Some  senior  is  going  to  get  a 
heart  attack  one  day  the  way  they’re  huffing 
and  puffing  when  they  get  to  the  top,"  a li- 
brarian confided.  Then  there’s  the  problems 
posed  by  intersecting  foot  traffic  directly  in- 
side the  main  entrance  with  young  people 


ing  big  bucks,"  Cutler  laments.  He  believes 
that  Sutter  is  positioning  itself  to  compete 
with  Kaiser  in  a battle  for  sickbeds  through- 
out the  Bay  Area.  According  to  Cutler,  Sutter 
has  tried  to  thwart  VNH’s  attempts  to  union- 
ize with  a technicality,  and  has  eliminated  a 
visiting  nurses  group  that  was  specifically 
assigned  to  the  Mission.  “They  don’t  care 
about  helping  us  to  serve  our  patients  or  the 
community,”  Cutler  charges. 

Meanwhile,  Jack  Fries,  CEO  of  St. 
Lukes,  acknowledged  that  St.  Lukes  and  the 
Sutter  group  have  ended  discussions.  He  did 
go  on  to  say,  however,  that  negotiations  are 
still  proceeding  between  St.  Lukes  and  the’ 
San  Francisco  Department  of  Public  Health, 
which  runs  SF  General  Hospital,  and  be- 
tween St.  Lukes  and  Columbia /CHA  which 
owns  several  hospitals  in  the  San  Jose  area. 
[At  press  time,  a strike,  by  workers  unhappy 
with  paycuts,  was  looming  at  St.  Luke’s.] 


close. . . 


crossing  to  the  children’s  section  against  tne 
grain  of  those  making  their  way  to  the  check- 
out desk.  Walls  will  also  be  knocked  down 
to  connect  some  of  the  smaller  rooms  that 
the  public  has  never  had  access  to.  "These 
old  buildings  have  little  rooms  all  over  the 
place,"  said  Hanson. 

Remodel  plans,  hearings  to  be  posted 

Floor  plans  will  be  made  available  in  the 
downstairs  foyer  of  the  branch  starting  this 
week  and  handouts  illustrating  the  new  art- 
work will  be  made  available,  as  well.  There 
will  also  be  notices  posted  for  public  hear- 
ings on  the  future  of  the  library. 

The  Mission  Branch  is  the  fifth  busiest 
branch  in  the  San  Francisco  library  system. 
It  is  open  seven  days,  fifty  hours  a week  and 
serves  about  50,000  residents,  largely  from 
the  Latino  and  the  growing  Asian  communi- 
ties. In  order  to  better  serve  the  community, 
the  branch  utilizes  a bilingual  English-Span- 
ish  staff  and  weekly  Spanish  storytelling  pro- 
grams for  children.  There  are  also  collections, 
although  smaller,  for  readers  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  as  well  as  a couple  of  bilingual 
Chinese  speakers  on  staff. 
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fundraiser  in  her  home.  They  have  been  prop- 
erly fearless  about  getting  into  faculty\ad- 
ministration  meetings  from  which  they  had 
been  initially  barred.  They  have  not  been 
hesitant  to  take  a critical  look  at  the  policies 
of  the  Superintendent,  members  of  the  board 
of  education  or  the  Mission  High  adminis- 
tration however  big  the  bully;  West  Wing 
stood  its  ground. 

Amid  the  contentiousness  between 
some  of  the  chronological  adults  at 
Mission  High,  West  Wing  has  main- 
tained its  integrity  and  fiercely  independent 
spirit.  “This  newspaper  is  not  an  administra- 
tion bashing  newspaper.  That’s  not  its  job. 
And  we’re  not  some  teachers’  tools  printing 
what  they  want  said,"  wrote  staffer  Otis  Cobb 
in  West  Wings's  March  issue.  They  have  also 
tackled  some  of  those  issues  which  rip  up 
the  larger  world:  gender  discrimination 
(“Why  Are  Boys  and  Girls  Treated  So  Dif- 
ferent at  Mission  High",  West  Wing  edito- 
rial, February  1997)  and  racism  ("Students 
Complain  of  Racism;  More  Evidence  is 
Needed”,  story  in  the  March  1997  issue).  The 
Edmund  J Sullivan  Award  went  to  the  right 
people. 
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Carnaval 

Countdown 


Monica  Conrady 


CARNAVAL  SAN  FRANCISCO  IS  JUST 
around  the  comer.  With  less  than  eight  weeks 
to  the  Big  Weekend,  May  24-26,  the  pace  is 
really  picking  up.  Individual  themes  have 
been  chosen,  costume  designs  are  taking 
shape  and  dance  routines  are  being  worked 
out.  The  heat  is  on. 

Have  you  participated  in  Carnaval  yet? 
Maybe  this  is  YOUR  year  to  join  in.  Watch- 
ing from  the  sidelines  is  all  very  nice  but  tak- 
ing part  gives  you  a whole  new  perspective 
and  is  much  more  fun,  as  any  of  the  legion 
of  dancers  and  drummers  for  whom  Carnaval 
is  a yearly  ritual  will  tell  you.  Carnaval  is 
for  everyone  - young  or  old,  tall  or  short, 
plump  or  skinny.  Size  and  shape  don’t  mat- 
ter (unless,  of  course,  you’ve  set  your  heart 
on  wearing  a thong  and  little  else)  - it's  the 
spirit  that  counts!  There’s  plenty  of  groups 
to  choose  from.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  Brazilian  and  Caribbean  contingents. 
Space  is  limited  here,  so  call  the  groups  for 
detailed  information. 

Aquarela  Dance  Group,  with  Maria 
Sousa  (Carnaval  Queen  ’95)  and  Mestre 
Beicola,  will  be  rehearsing  at  The  Finnish 
Hall,  on  10th  Street  in  Oakland.  There’ll  be 
an  Aquarela  dance  party  Saturday,  April  19, 
at  Bahia  Cabana,  1600  Market  St.,  San  Fran- 
cisco. For  more  Information:  (5 10)548- 13 10. 
Samba  do  Coracao,  with  Mary  Dollar  and 
Fernando  de  Sanjines,  has  Workshop 
classes  at  50  Brady  St.,  San  Francisco  on 
Tuesdays,  7:30  to  9 p.m.,  preceded  by  a 6:30 
p.m.  percussion  class,  and  Saturdays,  1 to 
2:30  p.m.  Children’s  classes  start  April  12, 
2:30  to  3:30  p.m.  Rehearsals  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  start  April  13  , 1:30  to  4:30  p.m.  The 
First  Carnaval  party  is  Sunday,  April  6 at 
Bahia  Cabana.  Information:  (415)826-2588. 
Foga  Na  Roupa  holds  Percussion  work- 
shops Sundays  from  1 to  3 p.m.,  at  the  Alice 
Arts  Center,  1428  Alice  St.,  Oakland,  fol- 
lowed by  a Carnaval  workshop,  from  4 to  6 
p.m.,  at  the  Caribee  Dance  Center,  1408 
Webster  St.  Rehearsals  are  held  at  the  Mis- 
sion Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  St.,  Tues- 
days, 8 to  9:30  p.m.  and  Saturdays,  12:30  to 


2:30  p.m.  There’s  a dance  party  at  Bahia 
Cabana  on  Saturday,  April  12.  Information: 
(510)464-5999. 

Rhonda  Stagnaro  ol  Mara- Reggae  and 
Blanche  Brown  of  Group  Petit  La  Croix 

are  joining  forces.  Brazilian  and  Haitian 
music  and  dance  combined  will  make  for  a 
dazzling  contingent.  Rehearsals  are  at 
Rhythm  & Motion  Studio,  1133  Mission  St.. 
Sundays,  from  1 to  3 p.m.  then  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  starting  April  27.  Information: 
(415)587-1453.  Ginga  Brasil  is  holding 
bateria  and  dance  rehearsals  at  the  Interna- 
tional Center,  50  Oak  St.,  3 to  6 p.m.,  on 
Sundays,  and  at  the  Third  Wave  Dance  Stu- 
dio, 3316  24th  St.,  Saturdays  1:30  to  4 p.m. 
Conceicao  is  just  back  from  Brazil  with 
some  new  dances  under  her  belt  so  things 
should  sizzle.  Information:  (510)428-0698. 
“I  am  The  Amazon”  is  the  Escola  Nova  de 
Samba's  theme  this  year.  They’ll  be  joined 
again  by  Longfellow  Elementary  School. 
Rehearsals  are  Thursdays,  7 to  8:30  p.m.,  at 
the  Bernal  Heights  Neighborhood  Center, 
515  Cortland  Ave.,  and  Sundays,  1 to  3 p.m., 
outdoors  in  the  BHNC  playground  behind 
the  Library,  on  Cortland.  Information: 
(415)661-4798. 

The  above  is  a taste  of  the  Brazilian  of- 
ferings; now  we  head  to  the  Caribbean.  DJ 
Sweet  Waist  (a.k.a.  Suzanne  Ludlum)  re- 
ports that  the  All  Ah  Wee  Dance  and  Drum 
Ensemble  are  going  great  guns  and  are  plan- 
ning some  Carnaval  dance  classes  at  the 
Alice  Arts  Center  in  Oakland  for  those  who 
want  to  limber  up  a little.  Information: 
(510)832-8110.  “Tribes  of  the  Rainforest”, 
as  in  Trinidad’s  rainforest,  is  Mas  Makers 
massive  theme.  Drop  by,  lime  a little,  work 
some  at  their  Mas  Camp,  5425  Ignacio  Ave., 
Oakland.  Information:  (510)534-6331.  The 
Bay  Area  Caribbean  Connection  (BACC) 
Mas  Camp  will  be  in  East  Oakland,  says 
Celisse  Johnson.  Peter  Durrant  will  do 
costumes.  Information:  (510)653-7582. 
D’Midas,  three  times  Grand  Prize  Champi- 
ons, are  gearing  up  to  make  it  four.  Their 
theme  is  “D’  Lost  Realms”  and  their  Mas 


Chi  T^nOLftpa. 

Cocitcih  - Dolkc/m 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 
Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 


Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 
Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


Camp  is  at  the  Thunderbird  Inn,  Fremont. 
Information:  Tomi  Sion,  510436-6445.  And 
if  your  thing  is  salsa,  Kimball’s  Carnival  in 
Emeryville  is  where  Mas  Salsa  rehearsals 
are  held  Sundays,  at  1 :30  p.m.  The  music  is 
hot,  and  so  is  this  group.  You  don’t  need  a 
partner  to  join  but  you  should  know  how  to 
salsa.  Information:  (510)562-6713.  By  the 
way,  anyone  interested  in  combining  a 
week’s  vacation  in  Mexico’s  Yucatan  with 
an  in-depth  music  and  dance  experience 
should  consider  joining  Carlos  Aceituno’s 


“Roots  of  Samba”  Retreat,  April  21-27.  A 
beachfront  hotel  and  trips  to  Mayan  ruins  and 
local  nightclubs  are  included.  For  informa- 
tion call  JG  at  (510)655-2137. 

By  the  time  you  read  this,  Carnaval  San 
Francisco  will  have  a new  King  and  Queen, 
unfortunately  too  late  for  this  article.  The 
word  on  Carnaval  Balls  was  pretty  sketchy 
at  press  time,  as  was  the  identity  of  the  Grand 
Marshal.  Stay  tuned.  Ciao  until  May.  And 
don't  forget  to  keep  those  hips  moving! 


HAZAHEZ 

RESTAURANT 


3083  1 6th  STREET 


BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

TEL  621-4189 


OPEN 

11  TO  11  WEEKDAYS 
11  TO  12  WEEKENDS 


SANDWICHES 

Your  choice  ot  Lavash  or  Pita  Bread 

I.FAIAFEL  $325 

Fresh  Fatafel  served  with  Hummus.Tahlni  Sauce 
and  Tomato. 

2.SUPER  FALAFEL  S3.50 

Fresh  Falatel  served  with  Hummus.  Broiled 
EiiPlant.  Tomato.  Garlic  and  Yoeurt  Sauce. 

3.  SHAWERMA  $4.50 

Marinated  Lamb  or  Beet  Grilled  Slowly  on  an 
upruht  spit.  Tomato.  Red  Onion.  Tahlnl  Sauce. 

4 . CHICKEN  SHAWERMA  $4.50 
Boneless  Chicken  Strips  Marinated  tn  Lemon.  Garlic 
and  SPlces.  Broiled  Tomato.Onlon  and  Yoeort 
Garlic  Sauce. 

ASK  FOR  OUR  SPICY  HOT 
HARIS  A SAUCE 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

3392  24TH  ST.; 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

MTU  Sli  Ht^\xlysttrcica/SfQ/lWk  P «to  3381681 

Come  and  enjoy  our  dining  room 
open  7 days  a week. 

HOURS 

11AM  - 11PM  Sunday  through 
Thursday  11AM  - midnight 
Friday/Saturday 


$3  OFF  $2  OFF  $1  OFF 

X-LARCE  LARCE  MEDIUM 

Minimum  3 Toppings 

Nol  valid  with  side  order»  Please  mention  coupon  when 
ordering  Often  cannot  be  combined 

Valid  anytime. 
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Column 


Willie  Lewis  Brown,  Jr. 


We  can  turn  the  tide  on  AIDS 


IN  MARCH  I HAD  THE  OPPORTUNITY 
to  address  the  two  thousand  attendees  gath- 
ered at  the  Ninth  Annual  National  AIDS  Up- 
date Conference,  held  again  this  year  in  San 
Francisco,  and  for  once,  the  mood  was  an 
optimistic  one. 

This  is  an  exciting  and  hopeful  time  for 
those  engaged  in  the  decades-long  struggle 
against  the  AIDS  epidemic,  a battle  fought 
no  more  fiercely  anywhere  than  here  on  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco.  Today  in  1997,  we 
are  presented  with  unprecedented  new  op- 
portunities for  hope  and  for  progress: 

• Ground  breaking  technologies — most 
prominently  protease  inhibitors  used  in  com- 
bination with  other  therapies — mean  that  we 
are  in  the  wondrous  position  of  being  able  to 
save  thousands  of  lives  and  make  a tenfold 
reduction  in  new  AIDS  infections. 

• Combinations  of  powerful  drugs  mean 
the  quality  and  length  of  lives  are  being  ex- 
tended. 

• Treatment  immediately  after  infection 
may  enable  us  to  knockout  the  virus  and  pre- 
vent disease. 

• Aggressive  treatment  regimens  may 
mean  we  can  reduce  transmissibility  of  the 
virus  from  one  person  to  another. 

• New  user-friendly  and  rapid  testing 
devices  mean  we  can  identify  infection  ear- 
lier and  can  begin  treatment  earlier. 

But  while  promising  new  therapies  have 
made  AIDS  a manageable  disease  for  many, 
these  therapies  could  also  accelerate  the  in- 
equities of  the  AIDS  epidemic  if  some  HIV- 
positive populations  or  people  with  AIDS  do 
not  have  access  to  the  new  drugs.  We  will 
have  to  take  hard,  sober  looks  at  these  ques- 
tions, but  as  we  face  an  exciting  uncertain 
future,  it’s  worth  looking  back  at  how  far 
we’ve  come. 

Like  many  cities — probably  more  so  than 
most  cities — San  Francisco  has  been  hard  hit 
by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  More  than  24,000  San 
Franciscans  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
since  1981.  More  than  16,000  of  them  have 
already  left  us.  But  we  have  been  blessed  by 
an  effective  and  energetic  community-based 
organization  system;  by  civic  leaders  and  a 
general  public  that  have  been  humane  and 
aggressive  in  their  efforts;  and  by  the  exist- 
ence of  the  University  of  California  at  San 
Francisco,  whose  AIDS  Research  Institute 
is  unsurpassed  in  all  areas  of  the  AIDS  sci- 
ence. San  Francisco’s  commitment  to  stop- 
ping AIDS  has  been  a model  for  the  nation.  I 
am  very,  very  proud  of  the  tireless  effort  this 
city  has  made  in  the  Fight  against  AIDS  and 
to  care  for  those  who  are  suffering. 

Must  avoid  two-tier  AIDS  health  care 

As  our  knowledge  of  the  disease  shifts,  how- 
ever, we  must  be  prepared  to  shift  the  focus 
of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  model.  To  take 
full  advantage  of  the  new  therapies,  we  need 
a renewed  commitment  to  extending  AIDS 
therapies  to  everyone.  To  maximize  the  posi- 
tive impact  of  these  new  drugs,  we  also  need 


a fuil  complement  of  programs  for  testing, 
counseling,  adherence  and  prevention.  We 
must  avoid  a two-tier  health  care  system  for 
people  with  AIDS — those  who  can  afford  it, 
and  those  who  cannot. 

To  meet  the  challenges,  we  in  the  public 
and  private  sectors  must  work  together — 
closer  than  ever  before — to  leverage  needed 
resources  and  improve  the  fight  against 
AIDS.  Therefore,  I am  proposing  that  the 
City  work  with  community-based  organiza- 
tions, with  private  industry  and  with  UCSF 
to  develop  innovative  approaches  that  target 
our  sometimes  “forgotten  populations’’.  For 
instance,  new  data  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment reveals  that  only  24  percent  of  young. 
HIV-positive  gay  men  know  they  are  in- 
fected. New  CDC  statistics  show  a 21  per- 
cent drop  in  infection  rates  among  whites, 
but  only  a two  percent  drop  among  African 
Americans  and  a three  percent  increase  in 
infection  rates  among  women. 

These  numbers  tell  us  that  we  need  to 
target  women,  communities  of  color  and 
young,  gay  men  for  educational,  preventive 
and  treatment  purposes.  We  as  a city  must 
do  just  that.  Data  also  tells  us  that  individu- 
als who  lack  housing,  who  use  drugs  or  have 
a difficult  time  coping  with  strict  regimens 
often  cannot  comply  with  the  complicated 
HIV  drug  treatment  schedules. 

Follow-up  of  treatment  is  vital 

Education  and  prevention  are  key.  We  have 
had  the  ability  to  prevent  pnemosystis  carinii 
pneumonia  for  years,  and  yet  even  now, 
people  with  HIV  walk  into  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  in  advanced  stages  of  the 
disease!  The  reasons  include  lack  of  knowl- 
edge about  available  treatments,  minimal 
access  to  regular  health  care,  no  health  in- 
surance or  method  of  payment,  mistrust  of 
existing  therapies  and  difficulty  complying 
with  complex  medicinal  regimens.  A simi- 
lar effort  was  made  when  tuberculosis  raged 
in  our  country.  The  extraordinary  educational 
efforts  around  treatment  and  follow-up  were 
just  as  important  as  medical  efforts  in  curb- 
ing that  disease.  We  believe  we  can  demon- 
strate the  same  manageability  of  AIDS  here 
in  San  Francisco. 

We  must  encourage  manufacturers  of 
drug  therapies,  HIV-testing  kits  and  viral  load 
tests  to  donate  their  products  for  our  pilot 
program.  We  must  ask  celebrities  and  heroes 
among  communities  of  color  to  donate  their 
time  for  speeches  and  public  service  an- 
nouncements. We  must  all  play  leadership 
roles  in  motivating  people  with  HIV  to  seek 
prevention  and  therapy.  And  we  must  stop 
fighting  over  pieces  of  the  funding  pie.  Fund- 
ing of  research,  treatment  and  services  are 
equally  important. 

I challenge  all  of  you  to  be  creative  and 
innovative  in  your  ideas,  to  learn  as  much  as 
possible  from  one  another  and  return  to  your 
cities  and  countries  with  new  information  and 
data  on  this  disease.  Together,  we  can  make 
progress. 


“ Awareness  is  Revolutionary 
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IN  THE  LAST  FEW  WEEKS,  the  threat  of 
violence  has  been  foremost  in  the  minds  of 
many  residents  of  the  Mission.  Several  drivc- 
by  shootings  and  other  gang-related  incidents 
have  stirred  fear  and  anger  among  neighbors 
and  galvanized  a growing  movement  of 
people  ready  to  organize  and  work  on  the 
problem  of  violence  in  our  community.  My 
staff  and  1 have  participated  in  several  ef- 
forts to  combat  this  problem.  On  February 
27,  I met  with  a group  of  neighbors  of  the 
Mission  Playground  on  Valencia  and  1 9th 
Sts.  They  requested  that  we  hold  a meeting 
to  talk  about  the  growing  presence  of  gangs 
at  the  playground.  We  asked  Commander 
Joaquin  Santos  to  come,  as  well  as  represen- 
tatives from  the  Mayor’s  office  and  Recre- 
ation and  Parks. 

The  neighbors  asked  for  concrete  things: 
Mission  Playground  needs  more  police  pro- 
tection, better  lighting,  physical  improve- 
ments to  the  existing  park  structures,  and  an 
increase  in  the  hours  of  Recreation  and  Parks 
personnel.  For  the  most  part,  the  neighbors 
got  what  they  asked  for;  a full  time  police 
officer  was  assigned  to  Mission  Playground, 
bike  patrol  hours  were  increased  and  a Firm 
commitment  was  made  by  Rec  and  Parks  to 
have  a recreational  director  on  the  premises 
and  to  Finish  improvements  to  the  grounds. 
At  another  meeting  at  the  Mission  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  on  Alabama  and  21st  Streets., 
parents  responded  to  a recent  drive-by  shoot- 
ing incident  by  asking  the  Police  Gang 
Taskforce  to  help  them  deal  with  the  increase 
in  gang  activity  in  their  neighborhood-  three 
committees  were  then  formed  to  work  on  the 
areas  of  safety,  environment  (trash  pick-up. 
etc)  and  programs  for  kids. 

Lately,  the  mainstream  media  has  painted 
a portrait  of  the  Mission  as  a neighborhood 
overrun  by  gangs  and  fear.  Although  fear  is 
certainly  present,  the  common  thread  in  all 
these  efforts  in  the  community  is  that  people 
love  their  neighborhood  and  want  to  preserve 
and  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  the  Mis- 


Super  Notas 


Jose  Medina 


DESDE  HACE  UNAS  CUANTAS  semanas, 
la  violencia  ha  estado  preocupando  a muchos 
residentes  de  la  Misión.  Varios  incidentes 
involucrando  pandillas  y balaceras  han  lle- 
nado de  miedo  y de  cólera  a muchos  de  los 
habitantes,  y dado  ímpetu  a un  movimiento 
de  personas  listas  a organizarse  para  comba- 
tir la  violencia  en  nuestra  comunidad.  Mis 
ayudantes  y yo  hemos  participado  en  varios 
eventos  organizados  para  comba'ir  este  piu- 
blema.  El  27  de  Febrero,  me  reuní  con  un 
grupo  de  vecinos  del  parque  de  la  Misión, 
localizado  entre  las  calles  Valencia  y 19. 
Ellos  pidieron  que  organizáramos  una  re- 
unión para  discutir  la  presencia  de  pandillas 
en  el  parque.  Le  pedimos  al  Comandante 
Joaquín  Santos  que  viniera,  y también  invi- 
tamos a representantes  de  la  OFicina  del  Al- 
calde. y del  Departamento  de  Recreación  y 
Parques. 

Los  vecinos  pidieron  cosas  muy  concre- 
tas: El  Parque  de  la  Misión  necesita  mejor 
protección  policíaca,  mejor  alumbramiento, 
mejoras  físicas  a las  estructuras  del  parque, 
y un  aumento  de  las  horas  del  personal  de 
Recreación  y Parques.  Afortunadamente,  los 
vecinos  consiguieron  la  mayor  parte  de  sus 
demandas.  La  policía  ha  prometido  que  un 
oficial  estará  encargado  del  parque  a tiempo 
completo,  y que  habrá  un  aumento  de  las 
horas  en  las  cuales  policías  patrullan  por  bi- 
cicleta. También  se  les  prometió  que  el  De- 
partamento de  Recreación  y Parques  asig- 
nará a un  director  de  recreación  para  el  par- 


sion  for  themselves  and  their  children.  People 
love  the  Mission  for  its  ethnic  diversity,  cul- 
ture, murals,  great  food,  warm  climate,  and 
the  feeling  of  community  that  sets  us  apart 
from  the  rest  of  the  City.  It  is  these  things 
that  make  us  strong  and  will  ultimately,  I 
believe,  lead  us  to  Finding  solutions  to  our 
problems. 


Mission  Boys  and  Gilrs  Club  Meeting 

I was  particularly  impressed  last  week  with 
the  degree  of  participation  of  youth  at  the 
Mission  Boys  and  Girls  Club  meeting.  Over 
thirty  adolescents  cared  enough  to  come  to  a 
meeting  on  a Friday  night  and  join  their 
neighbors  in  working  to  Find  solutions  to  the 
problems  that  plague  their  community.  Ulti- 
mately, a problem  as  complicated  as  gang 
violence  will  need  the  input  of  everyone  in 
the  community.  We  need  to  hear  from  busi- 
nesses, teachers,  service  providers,  commu- 
nity organizations,  the  Mission  Police,  neigh- 
borhood watch  groups,  parents,  and  particu- 
larly the  kids.  We  need  to  hold  government 
accountable,  and  make  sure  any  promises 
made  to  the  community  are  kept. 

I have  requested  that  the  Housing  and 
Neighborhood  Services  Committee  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  hold  one  of  its  regular 
meetings  in  the  evening  on  May  21  at  the 
Mission  Police  Station.  At  that  meeting,  we 
will  hold  a hearing  on  safety  on  MUNI  buses. 
I was  urged  to  request  this  hearing  by  a very 
committed  and  involved  group  of  parents  and 
students  at  Immaculate  Conception  Academy 
who  have  been  working  on  this  issue  for 
many  months.  I have  also  been  joined  by 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng  in  requesting  another 
hearing  to  assess  public  safety,  programs  and 
community  involvement  in  San  Francisco 
parks.  This  hearing  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
sometime  in  June.  If  you  have  any  questions 
about  these  hearings  or  would  like  to  know 
how  you  can  participate,  please  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  call  my  office  at  554-5405. 


que,  y que  se  terminará  la  construcción  que 
ya  ha  sido  comenzada  para  mejorar  las  es- 
tructuras del  parque. 

Un  incidente  reciente  involucrando  pan- 
dilleros quienes  tiraron  balazos  a inocentes 
peatones  mientras  manejaban  a toda  veloci- 
dad sobre  la  calle  21,  hizo  que  padres  de  fa- 
milia del  Club  de  Niños  y Niñas  de  la  Mi- 
sión y vecinos  se  reunieran  para  discutir  la 
violencia  que  ha  aumentado  paulatinamente 
en  su  vecindario.  En  esta  reunión,  el  grupo 
anti-pandillas  del  departamento  de  la  poli- 
cía fue  invitado  para  ayudarle  a los  vecinos 
a planear  como  resolver  este  problema.  En 
seguida,  tres  comités  fueron  formados  para 
trabajar  sobre  las  áreas  de  seguridad,  medio 
ambiente  (basura,  etcétera)  y programas  para 
los  jóvenes. 

La  prensa  da  imágenes  de  la  Misión 
en  pánico  de  las  pandillas 

Ultimamente,  la  prensa  le  ha  presentado  al 
público  en  general  una  imagen  de  la  Misión 
como  un  vecindario  dominado  por  pandillas 
y pánico.  Aunque  es  cierto  que  la  gente  tie- 
ne miedo,  me  parece  que  el  enlace  común 
entre  estos  esfuerzos  comunitarios  es  que  los 
residentes  quieren  mucho  a la  Misión  y es- 
tán dispuestos  a trabajar  para  preservar  y me- 
jorar el  nivel  de  vida  para  ellos  mismos  y 
para  sus  hijos.  Amamos  a la  Misión  por  su 
diversidad  étnica,  por  la  cultura,  por  nues- 
tros bellos  murales,  por  nuestra  riquísima  co- 
mida, por  nuestro  clima  cálido  y por  ese  sen- 


timiento de  comunidad  que  nos  hace  dife- 
rentes a todos  los  otros  vecindarios  de  San 
Francisco.  Estos  son  nuestros  puntos  fuer- 
tes, y yo  creo  que  esto  es  lo  que  nos  llevará  a 
encontrarle  soluciones  a nuestros  problemas. 

Estuve  particularmente  impresionado  la 
semana  pasada  con  la  participación  de  los 
jóvenes  en  la  reunión  en  el  Club  de  Niños  y 
Niñas  de  la  Misión.  Más  de  treinta  adoles- 
centes dieron  dos  horas  de  su  tiempo  para 
reunirse  con  sus  vecinos  y tratar  de  encon- 
trarle soluciones  a los  problemas  del  vecin- 
dario. Al  Fin,  un  problema  tan  complicado 
como  el  de  la  violencia  de  las  pandillas  ne- 
cesitar la  participación  de  todos  en  la  comu- 
nidad. Tenemos  que  oír  las  voces  de  los  ne- 
gociantes, de  los  maestros,  de  los  provee- 
dores de  servicios,  de  las  organizaciones  co- 
munitarias, de  la  Policía,  de  los  grupos  vigi- 
lantes, de  los  padres  y particularmente  de  los 
jóvenes.  También  tenemos  que  aseguramos 
que  las  promesas  que  nos  han  hecho  los  re- 


presentantes del  gobierno  sean  cumplidas. 

Yo  he  pedido  que  el  Comité  de  Vivienda 
y Servicios  Comunitarios  de  la  Mesa  de  Su- 
pervisores se  reúne  el  21  de  Mayo  por  la 
noche  en  la  Misión,  para  darle  la  oportuni- 
dad de  participar  a los  residentes  que  traba- 
jan. Durante  esta  reunión,  tendremos  una 
audiencia  acerca  de  la  violencia  y la  seguri- 
dad en  los  autobuses  de  MUÑI.  Esta  audien- 
cia fue  solicitada  por  un  grupo  de  padres  y 
estudiantes  de  la  Academia  de  la  Inmaculada 
Concepción,  quienes  han  estado  trabajando 
para  encontrar  soluciones  para  este  proble- 
ma. También  he  sido  apoyado  por  la  Super- 
visor Mabel  Teng  en  pedir  otra  audiencia 
para  asesorar  la  seguridad  pública,  progra- 
mas c involucración  de  la  comunidad  en  los 
parques  de  San  Francisco.  Esta  audiencia  se 
llevara  acabo  en  Junio.  Si  tienen  preguntas 
acerca  de  estas  audiencias  o quieren  saber 
como  pueden  participar,  por  favor  llamen  a 
mi  oFicina  al  554-5405. 


LA  FARMACIA  WALGREENS 

Ahora  abierta  por  la  avenida  Potrero  y 24 


Sus  pharmacistas 
Joel  Alegría  y Bradley  Smith 
están  aquí  para  servirle  a usted. 


Servicio  de 

Abierto  7 

Fotos  en 
una  hora 

Tht  ftiannacY  Amoia  Trufa 

dias 

a la  semana 

1189  Potrero  Ave  en  la  Calle  24  “S  647-1397 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  SL)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

* Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

* Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

' Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 
1 Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

’ Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
' Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
■ Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 
' Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 
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New  Mission  News 


Seeing 
the  Elephant 


Lisa  Milos 


The  Mission,  it  can  be  ‘Home’ 
or  anybody’s  ‘Nowhere  Land’ 


ITS  BEEN  A ROUGH  FOUR  WEEKS, 
people,  hasn't  it?  But  how  come  we  only  re- 
act when  something  affects  our  own  children, 
or  our  property  or  our  immediate  neighbor- 
hood? 

Boy,  then  all  hell  breaks  loose.  Then  we 
hold  meetings,  demand  more  police,  more 
of  everything,  yet  we  get  satisfied  with  so 
little.  Then  we  wonder  later  why  the  prob- 
lems still  exist. 

Do  we  take  only  what  we  think  we  can 
gel?  Have  we  allowed  the  Chronicle/ 
Examiner’s  chronic  Mission-bashing  to  con- 
vince us  that  we  don’t  deserve  any  better? 

Maybe  if  our  kids  saw  us  fight  for  them 
they  wouldn't  need  to  identify  with  colors 
to  belong.  They  would  already  belong. 

Maybe  we  each  need  to  look  at  what’s 
special  about  the  Mission  to  appreciate  what 
we  have,  who  we  are  and  decide  if  it's  worth 
fighting  for.  Here’s  my  list: 

Most  regular  Mission  pedestrians  usually 
speak  with  a street  person  instead  of  pretend- 
ing he's  invisible. 

Most  business  owners  in  the  Mission  still 
remember  what  it’s  like  to  be  poor. 

The  14  Mission  bus  is  usually  jampacked 
but  pregnant  women  and  the  elderly  are  usu- 
ally still  given  a seal  on  the  bus  without  hav- 
ing to  ask  for  it. 

Here,  people  don’t  let  honking  horns  pre- 
vent them  from  stopping  in  the  middle  of  traf- 
fic to  say  hello  to  an  old  friend. 

Here  you  can  exchange  home  remedies 
with  the  lady  at  the  checkout  stand. 

Mission  outreach  workers  actually  re- 
member the  names  and  the  problems  of  the 
people  they  met  and  spoke  with  and  they 
stick  their  necks  out  when  the  City  wants  to 
cut  funding  for  the  people  they  try  to  help. 

Here  we  have  children  and  teenagers 
making  poems  or  drawings  to  honor 
Emiliano  Zapata.  Che  Guevara,  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  and  Malcolm  X. 

Here  we  have  Mission  High  School  stu- 
dents that  staged  a walk  out  and  protested 
that  passage  of  Proposition  187,  and  that 
write  for  a school  newspaper  that  has  won  a 
journalism  excellence  award. 

Here  word-of-mouth  is  faster  than  the 
Iternet,  only  not  as  accurate. 

In  the  Mission,  people  that  fought  a war 
on  opposing  sides  in  their  own  country  can 
argue  and  even  get  into  a fist  fight,  then  cry 
together  later  for  their  homeland,  or  defend 
each  other  if  a cop  wants  to  arrest  one  of 
them. 

Here  we  have  literary  warfare  and  even 
our  very  own  truly  independent  radio  station. 

In  the  Mission  you  can  tell  the  Moonies 
and  the  Mormons  where  to  get  off.  (Only 
donit’  try  that  with  the  Evangelists  on  24th 
Street  Bart  Plaza  because  they  have  a mi- 
crophone.) 


Here,  Rap  music,  quebradita,  samba, 
rancheras,  AfroCuban  percussions, 
mariachis,  jazz.  Arabic  music,  punk  rock, 
Latin  rock  and  flamenco  co  exist,  and  people 
can  curse  or  praise  each  other  in  whatever 
language  comes  out  first. 

The  Mission  can  be  everybody's  “No- 
Man's  Land”,  anybody’s  nowhere  land,  or  a 
place  we  call  home.  We  can  choose. 

The  problem  is  when  we  have  nowhere 
men  (or  women)  making  nowhere  plans  for 
nobody.  Some  people  just  don’t  get  it. 

This  Gag's  No  Joke. 

In  keeping  with  Mission  Cultural  Center 
legacy,  the  Board  of  Director's  public  meet- 
ing held  on  Wednesday,  March  12,  became 
a shouting  match. 

A confidential  memo  was  distributed  a 
few  days  later  (dated  March  14,  written  by 
board  president  Cecilia  Guidos  and  ad- 
dressed to  everyone  at  the  MCC),  regarding 
the  "Guidelines  and  Expectations  concern- 
ing Press  Interviews”.  The  memo  is  basically 
a gag  order.  There's  not  enough  space  to  pub- 
lish it  word-for-word,  but  I will  attempt  to 
provide  you  with  an  idea  as  to  its  content 
and  language;  the  italics  are  mine,  the  un- 
derlining. theirs.  It  starts  like  this: 

“As  a leader  in  our  industry , the  MCCLA 
is  the  subject  of  extensive  news  media  cov- 
erage.... 

"We  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
share  with  you  the  MCCLA's  basic  guide- 
lines for  media  relations  and  to  remind  you 
to  consult  with  our  Executive  Director,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Directors  before  you  or 
anyone  in  your  department  responds  to  me- 
dia calls,  participates  in  interviews  or  ar- 
ranges for  anyone  in  the  MCCLA  to  repre- 
sent MCCLA  in  public. 

". . .a  consistent  and  well  defined  system 
for  external  communications  is  important  to 
the  success  of  any  company. 

“....  unauthorized  comments  to  the  me- 
dia can  generate  confusion  and  anxiety 
among  our  customers  (the  community  we 
serve).... 

"The  global  scope  of  our  business. . . . 

“.. ..  following  these  media  relations  prin- 
ciples are  vital  to  upholding  our  reputation 
and  the  commercial/anislic  success  of  the 
MCCLA. 

“Do  not  release  information  that  is  of  a 
confidential  nature  such  as  personnel  mat- 
ters, dollar  volumes,  consumer  segmentation, 
or  marketing  strategies. 

"Do  not  share  internal  documents.... 
Assume  all  widely  distributed  internal  docu- 
mentation can  "leaked"  to  the  press.  (Oops!] 

“Do  not  comment  on  competitors,  cus- 
tomers and  vendors...." 

And  so  on. 

Like  I said  before,  some  people  just  don’t 
get  it. 


Recycle  10%  More  and  Help  Raise 
$10,000  for  Your  Neighborhood 
Summer  Programs  for  Kids 

Just  by  recycling  10%  more,  programs  for  kids  in  your 
neighborhood  will  receive  $10,000  for  summer  recreation,  arts  & 
crafts,  sports,  job  training  and  other  activities.  Kids  Count!  So,  ac- 
cept the  challenge  and  recycle  more!  Now  through  June  30. 


Participating  Neighborhoods:  Bayview/Hunters  Point,  Bernal  Heights, 
Mission,  Portóla,  Potrero  Hill,  & Visitación  Valley 

San  Francisco 

RFfYfl  INfi  CALL  554-RECYcle 

^ FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


i.n* 


Cyber  Bhzhhr 


r ’ i • h 


dour  orve  stop  service  center 

DMPUTER  Time  Rental 


**  Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress,  Photoshop,  illustrator,  PageMaker,  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker,  FreeHand,  WordScan,  Acrobat,  Streamline,  Words,  works,  Claris. 


I 


Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 
Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


I 

I 

J 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resumé 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


10  a. m.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  • DESIGN  • PRINTING 

Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos  • Letterheads  Special  Rates  for  Non-Profits 
Envelopes  • Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
Stamps  • Banners  • Business  Cards  • Presentation  Folders 


T 


1 009 Valencia  St.,  SF 


Ph:  (415)  826-6700 
Fx:  (415)  826-6701 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 


Custom  Block  & UUhlte  Photoflnlshlng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 

(415)487-9996 


SAN  FRANCISCOCA  94  1 03 

FAX  (41  6)  487-9997 
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Affordable  Prices 
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Mirando 
el  Elefante 


Lisa  Milos 


La  Misión,  puede  ser  un  ‘hogar’ 
o ‘tierra  de  nadie’  para  cualquiera 


¿HA  SIDO  UN  MES  DIFÍCIL,  NO?  ¿Por- 
qué reaccionamos  sólo  cuando  algo  afecta  a 
nuestros  hijos,  o nuestra  propiedad,  o el  es- 
pacio pequeño  donde  vivimos? 

Es  sólo  allí  cuando  reclamamos,  hace- 
mos reuniones,  exigimos  más  policías,  etcé- 
tera, y sin  embargo,  nos  conformamos  con 
tan  poco.  Después  nos  preguntamos  porque 
los  problemas  subsisten. 

¿Será  que  sólo  aceptamos  lo  que  cree- 
mos capaces  de  recibir?  ¿Acaso  la  mala  pro- 
paganda que  ha  recibido  la  Misión  de  parte 
de  los  periódicos  Chronicle/Examiner  nos  ha 
logrado  convencer  a nosotros  mismos  que 
no  merecemos  algo  mejor? 

Quizás  si  estuviéramos  dispuestos  a pe- 
lear por  el  futuro  de  nuestro  hijos  ellos  no 
tuvieran  que  identificarse  con  ningún  color 
para  sentir  la  sensación  de  pertenencia.  Por- 
que ya  pertenecerían. 

Quizás  cada  uno  de  nosotros  necesitamos 
ver  que  hay  de  especial  en  la  Misión  para 
apreciar  lo  que  tenemos,  y quienes  somos  y 
decidir  si  es  algo  por  el  cual  vale  la  pena  lu- 
char. Aquí  está  mi  lista: 

Los  peatones  comunes  de  la  Misión  ha- 
blan con  los  desamparados  en  la  calle,  no 
actúan  como  si  fueran  invisibles. 

La  mayoría  de  los  negociantes  de  la  Mi- 
sión todavía  recuerdan  como  se  siente  el  ser 
pobre. 

El  autobús  numero  14  generalmente  está 
repleto  de  gentes  pero  las  mujeres  embara- 
zadas y los  ancianos  aún  logran  conseguir 
un  asiento  sin  tener  que  pedirlo. 

Aquí,  la  gente  no  hacen  caso  de  las  boci- 
nas al  parar  en  medio  del  trafico  cuando  se 
trata  de  saludar  a un  viejo  amigo. 

Aquí  uno  puede  intercambiar  recetas 
médicas  caseras  con  las  cajeras  en  las  tien- 
das. 

La  mayoría  de  los  trabajadores  de  los 
sectores  de  servicios  públicos  que  trabajan 
en  la  calle  (Outreach)  recuerdan  los  nombres 
y los  problemas  de  las  personas  con  quienes 
hablan,  y se  arriesgan  a perder  sus  trabajos 
cuando  protestan  por  los  recortes  a los  ser- 
vicios públicos. 

Aquí  tenemos  niños  y jovenes  que  hon- 
ran la  memoria  de  Emiliano  Zapata,  Che 
Guevara,  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  y Malcolm 
X a través  de  poemas  y dibujos. 


Aquí  tenemos  a los  estudiantes  de  secun- 
daria de  la  Mission  High  School  que  salie- 
ron a protestar  cuando  pasó  la  Proposición 
187  y escriben  en  un  periódico  estudiantil 
que  ha  ganado  premios  por  su  calidad. 

En  la  Misión,  las  noticias  corren  por  el 
método  de  difusión  más  antigua,  la  boca,  más 
rápida  que  el  Internet,  aunque  no  tan  preci- 
so. 

Gentes  que  fueron  enemigos  en  guerras 
en  sus  propios  países  pueden  pelearse  hasta 
con  golpes  y después  llorar  juntos  por  su  tie- 
rra, o defenderse  mutuamente  si  algún  poli- 
cía quiere  arrestar  a alguno  de  ellos. 

Aquí  tenemos  guerras  literarias  y nues- 
tra propia  estación  de  radio  verdaderamente 
independiente. 

En  La  Misión  podemos  peleamos  con  los 
Moonies  o los  Mormones,  (pero  les  sugiero 
que  no  traten  de  discutir  con  los  evangelis- 
tas de  la  calle  24,  porque  tienen  un  micrófo- 
no). 

Aquí,  la  música  rap.  la  quebradita,  la 
samba,  la  cumbia.  la  percusión  afro-cubana, 
la  ranchera,  los  mariachis,  el  jazz,  la  música 
árabe,  el  rock  punk,  el  rock  latino  y el  fla- 
menco coexisten.  Y cada  quien  puede  insul- 
tar o elogiar  al  otro  en  el  idioma  que  sale 
primero  de  la  boca. 

La  Misión  puede  ser  la  tierra  de  nadie  o 
puede  ser  el  lugar  que  reclamamos  como 
nuestro  hogar.  Esa  es  nuestra  elección.  El 
problema  surge  cuando  hay  gente  que  ni  sa- 
ben donde  están  parados. 

Parece  un  chiste  pero... 

El  legado  histórico  del  Centro  Cultural  de  la 
Misión  otra  vez  se  hizo  presente  cuando  una 
reunión  publica  de  la  mesa  directiva  realiza- 
da el  miércoles,  12  de  marzo  se  convirtió  en 
"el  que  grita  más  fuerte  tiene  la  razón”. 

Se  repartió  un  memorándum  confiden- 
cial, con  fecha  del  14  de  marzo.í  escrita  por 
la  presidenta  de  la  mesa,  Cecilia  Guidos  y 
dirigido  a lodos  del  centro)  estipulando  una 
política  sobre  las  entrevistas  con  los  medios 
de  comunicación.  El  memorándum  básica- 
mente prohibe  a cualquier  persona  a hablar 
con  la  prensa  sin  consultar  previamente  con 
la  directora  ejecutiva  y la  presidenta  de  la 
Mesa. 


with  Mary  lannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

• Experience  Mental  Clarity 


Introductory  Course  - Mondays  5:30  - 7:00  pm,  Starts  April  28 
On-going  Beginning  Level  Class  - Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm 


3435  Cesar  Chavez  St  at  Valencia 


Call  Mary  at  (41 5)  564-4340 


Dado  que  no  hay  suficiente  espacio  para 
publicarla  y además  está  en  inglés,  intentaré 
darles  una  idea  acerca  de  su  contenido  y el 
tipo  de  lenguaje  que  contiene.  Las  partes  con 
énfasis  de  itálica  provienen  de  mí,  pero  lo 
subrayado  es  propio  del  documento.  Comien- 
za así: 

“Al  ser  dirigentes  en  nuestra  industria, 
el  MCCLA  es  objeto  de  una  cobertura  ex- 
tensiva de  parte  de  los  medios  de  comunica- 
ción.... 

“Queremos  tomar  esta  oportunidad  para 
informarles  acerca  de  la  político  de  MCCLA 
respeto  a las  relaciones  con  los  medios  de 
comunicación  y recordarles  de  consultar  con 
la  directora  ejecutiva,  la  presidenta  de  la 
mesa  directiva  antes  de  que  usted  o cualquier 
persona  de  su  departamento  responda  a lla- 
madas periodísticas,  o participe  en  entrevis- 
tas o concuerda  con  alguien  del  MCCLA  a 
representar  a MCCLA  frente  al  público. 

”....  un  sistema  bien  definido  y consis- 
tente para  las  comunicaciones  externas  es  im- 
portante para  asegurar  el  éxito  de  cualquier 


empresa. 

“....  comentarios  no  autorizados  a los 
medios  de  comunicación  pueden  generar 
confusión  y ansiedad  entre  nuestros  clientes 
(la  comunidad  a la  cual  servimos).... 

“....  acatamiento  a esta  política 
comunicativa  es  vital  para  defender  nuestra 
reputación  y asegurar  el  éxito  commercial/ 
artístico  de  MCCLA .... 

"No  entregue  ninguna  información  con- 
fidencial como  son  los  temas  de  personal, 
volúmenes  de  dólares,  segmentación  de  con- 
sumidores, o estrategias  de  mercadeo. 

“No  comparte  documentos  internos.... 
Deberá  suponer  que  toda  documentación  in- 
terna ampliamente  distribuida  podría  llegar 
a pasar  a manos  de  la  prensa.  [¡Verdad!] 

“No  comente  sobre  sus  competidores, 
clientes  o vendedores.... " 

Hay  más,  pero  creo  que  ya  es  suficiente, 
¿no? 

Como  dije  anteriormente,  hay  gente  que 
no  saben  donde  están  parados. 
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3292  -22nd  Street 


esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


LUNCH 
11  * 3:30  pm 

OINNER 
5 *-11  pm 


<*>-* 


■ 

Depth  Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and  abuse. 

Explore  and  work  through  stuck  places,  fears 

-J  ¡ 

IIP 

and  anxiety  that  keep  you  from  having 
the  relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

£ ■ 

J. 

Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 

Vi' 

(415)  695-0166 

Ü 

Hi 

LICENSE  MFC32077  Se  habla  español 

You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros.  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstortf,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron,  R.D.H. 
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IF  I WERE  A FILM  DIRECTOR  and  needed 
a set  for  a small  radio  room,  Radi  X would 
be  it:  painted  olive  green,  with  graffiti  on  the 
walls  and  ceilings  (none  of  it  offensive),  post- 
ers of  Zapata,  Che  Guevara,  “Comandante 
Ramona”  and  fliers  announcing  community 
events.  Also  taped  on  one  wall  is  a newspa- 
per article  from  the  Independent  that  head- 
lines: “Rebel  Radio  Rocks  the  Mission”. 

Somehow  “rebel”  is  not  how  1 perceived 
this  group.  I left  with  the  sense  that  this  was 
a creative,  very  profound  and  conscientious 
group.  Each  member  is  very  unique,  and  with 
a great  sense  of  social  responsibility. 

Travesty  has  a show  called  “Mindscape”. 
His  tag  line:  “Analysis  to  feed  your  mind  and 
groves  to  set  it  free.”  Travesty  studied  lan- 
guages, is  a news  reporter  of  a prestigious 
Berkeley  radio  station  and  works  on  a writ- 
ing program  for  the  Youth  Guidance  Center. 
He  plays  a mix  of  music  (Trip  Hop,  Groove 
Jazz.  Trance)  and  does  commentaries  and  in- 
terviews. The  night  I stopped  by,  he  was  do- 
ing a show  on  the  controversy  over 
Nikctown.  He  played  over-the-air  interviews, 
recorded  at  the  protests  in  front  of  the  glitzzy 
ceremony  welcoming  Niketown  to  Union 
Square.  Nike  is  being  attacked  for  unfair  la- 
bor practices. 

We  got  to  talking  about  the  tremendous 
“label  conscious”  society  we’ve  become. 
Travesty  told  us  of  a kid  that  shaved  a Nike 
symbol  on  his  head.  The  kid  asked  him: 
"How  do  you  like  my  hair  cut?”  to  which  he 
answered,  “ O.K.,  if  you  don’t  mind  looking 
like  a billboard”.  I thought  that  was  a great 
answer.  Propaganda  is  not  going  to  go  away. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  educate  young  people  to  rec- 
ognize that  advertising  is  a form  of  manipu- 
lation, so  that  they  don't  fall  victims  to  it. 

We  continued  on  to  another  of  Radio  X’s 
programs:  “Rock  Against  Rent”.  I would 
need  an  entire  page  to  relate  everything  that 
was  discussed  around  the  housing  issue.  Four 
out  of  seven  of  us  in  the  room  had  personal 
experiences  from  which  to  draw.  I've  rented 
from  slumlords  here  and  back  in  New  York. 

! went  through  the  court  system  in  New  York 
and  won  a rent  abatement  without  the  assis- 
tance of  a lawyer.  In  San  Francisco  I ended 
up  in  debt  to  my  lawyer.  (Luckily,  he  is  a 
good  friend). 

Rock  against  Rent 

I asked  these  guys  what  they  thought  of  the 
Altamont,  the  non-profit  owned  and  man- 
aged hotel  at  16th  and  Julian.  D.J.  Coyote 
pointed  out  that  “the  Altamont  is  the  only 
place  in  the  Mission  where  people  are  pro- 
tected against  gentrification  right  now.”. 

Speaking  to  Coyote  was  the  most  emo- 
tional part  of  this  interview.  He  is  18  and  his 
partner.  La  Tortuga,  is  20.  He  is  from  the 
Mission,  and  his  family  from  Mexico.  When 
he  spoke,  I felt  like  I was  listening  to  a man 
that  had  been  through  a great  deal  rather  than 
to  a teenager.  Coyote  says  his  show  is  about 
“cosas  que  afectan  a los  jóvenes:  brutalidad 
de  la  policía,  [la]  situación  de  las  escuelas — 
siempre  tienen  historias  feas.”  (Things  that 
affect  young  people,  police  brutality,  situa- 
tions in  school — they  always  have  ugly  sto- 
ries.) His  show  is  on  Sundays  from  8 until 
they  get  tired.  They  play  “cosas  que  quieren 
oir  los  jovenes,  mucha  música,  poca  política: 
Hip  Hop.  Old  School,  Funk,  Oldies,  poetry, 
y cotorreo”.  (Things  that  young  people  want 
to  hear...  and  jive.) 

Coyote  said  that  there  is  a lot  of  talk  about 
the  gangs.  “Cuando  se  muere  alguien  le 
damos  unas  palabritas.”  (When  someone  dies 
we  say  some  words  for  him.)  “I  don’t  just 
get  emotional,  I get  angry  as  well.  Young 


people  are  pushed,  squeezed,  cornered  into 
gangs,  and  drugs.  They  get  no  respect  from 
home,  schools,  or  the  streets.  The  police  dis- 
respect them  and  so  does  everyone  else,”  In 
Coyote’s  view,  “los  jóvenes,  estamos 
olvidados  por  el  sistema.  Por  eso  [algunos] 
se  meten  en  cosas  malas.  (Young  people  like 
us  are  forgotten  by  the  system.  Thai's  why 
some  gel  into  bad  things.) 

El  activismo  es  la  alternativa 

Coyote  went  on  to  tell  me  that  Radio  X had 
gotten  him  out  of  the  gangs.  “El  activismo 
es  una  alternativa  a las  drogas,  alcohol  y la 
violencia.  Cuando  me  envolví  en  la  radio, 
ya  no  tenía  tiempo  para  las  pandillas.  Qué 
vale  que  esté  hablando  cosas  positivas  si  ando 
drogado?”  (Activism  is  the  alternative  to 
drugs,  alcohol  and  violence;  it  got  me  out  of 
the  gangs.  When  I got  involved  in  the  radio, 

I no  longer  had  time  for  the  gangs.  What’s 
the  use  of  talking  about  positive  things  if  I 
go  around  drugged?) 

He  told  me  that  getting  into  gangs  was 
the  thing  to  do  in  the  barrio.  After  a certain 
age,  it  all  changes  and  all  of  a sudden,  kids 
that  grew  up  a few  blocks  away,  are  rival 
gang  members.  He  also  said  it  was  very  hard 
not  to  get  into  gangs;  even  if  you  weren’t  in 
one  yourself,  a relative  often  was,  or  your 
parents  had  grown  up  in  gangs. 

Coyote  went  on  to  say,  “A  mi  me  gusta 
mucho  [Radio  X]  y se  va  mejorando.  Es  muy 
importante  que  los  jóvenes  tengan  una  voz, 
que  vean  que  sus  homegirls  and  homeboys 
están  en  la  radio.  Amigos  vienen  a la 
estación,  llaman  a sus  mamas:  Tm  on  the 
radio’.”  (I  really  dig  [Radio  X]  and  it's  get- 
ting better.  It’s  very  important  that  young 
people  have  a voice,  that  they  see  that  their 
homegirls  and  homeboys  are  on  the  radio. 
Friends  come  visit  the  radio  station,  they  call 
their  mothers:  ’I’m  on  the  radio'.) 

I first  met  another  DJ.  Mascaritas,  when 
he  stopped  by  my  restaurant.  Chile  Lindo, 
for  an  empanada.  He  said  he  was  running 
late  and  that  he  had  to  go  on  the  air.  We  teased 
him  and  asked  whether  he  was  a pilot.  Fi- 
nally, he  told  us  to  tune  to  Radio  X 102.5, 
that  he  had  a lot  of  Chilean  music  he  was 
going  to  play.  We  tuned  in  and  later  heard 
Mascaritas  talking  about  Chile  Lindo  and 
thanking  us  for  a delicious  empanada.  Den- 
nis (my  husband)  and  I jumped  up  and  down 
and  gave  each  other  hugs  like  perfect  luna- 
tics. I thought  it  was  so  cool  that  our  place 
had  been  mentioned  on  an  underground  ra- 
dio. I'm  sure  a paid  adata  commercial  radio 
station  would  not  have  had  this  effect  on  us. 

Mascaritas  used  to  be  part  of  “Radio 
Ilegal”  in  Berkeley.  It  lasted  for  about  six  to 
seven  months.  A couple  of  his  radio  col- 
leagues were  interviewed  by  a Spanish  lan- 
guage television  station  and  three  days  after 
the  interview  aired,  the  Feds  closed  the  sta- 
tion down.  They  fined  the  owner  of  the  home 
where  it  was  located  $300. 

Mascaritas:  Always  a teacher 

Mascaritas  and  his  family  (10  brothers  and 
sisters,  his  mother  and  father)  entered  the 
United  States  illegally.  They  were  very  poor 
in  Mexico  and  the  United  States  promised  a 
better  standard  of  living.  After  finishing  high 
school,  he  applied  to  the  University  of  Ber- 
keley. He  was  accepted.  He  never  thought 
he  would  get  accepted.  His  grades  were  not 
that  good.  Now  he  teaches  fifth  graders  in 
the  Mission.  He  teaches  Social  Sciences, 
Natural  Sciences,  Music,  Mathematics,  and 
Gym.  He  says  that  “aunque  no  tuviese  titulo, 
sería  maestro.  Mi  padre  fue  maestro  sin 
titulo.”  (Even  if  I didn’t  have  my  degree,  I 
would  still  be  a teacher.  My  father  was  a 
teacher  and  he  didn’t  have  a degree.) 


Mascaritas  really  enjoys  the  time  he 
spends  at  Radio  X:  “La  Radio  me  encanta 
porque  tiene  un  poco  de  todo.  Hay  gente  que 
se  dedica  a los  Oldies.  Hip  Hop  o Reggae.  ^ 
La  diversidad  en  la  radio  es  increíble.  Hay 
diferencias.  No  estamos  commercializados, 
no  apoyamos  ninguna  secta,  estamos 
apoyando  a nuestra  communidad."  (I'm  fas- 
cinated by  the  radio  because  it  has  a bit  of 
everything.  Some  are  dedicated  to  Oldies, 
Hip  Hop  or  Reggae.  The  diversity  in  the  ra- 
dio is  incredible.  There  are  differences.  We 
are  not  commercialized;  we  don’t  give  sup- 
port to  any  sect,  we  are  supportive  of  our 
community.) 

Not  anarchists  spouting  oil 

He  said.  "Tengo  [la]  oportunidad  de 
compartir  lo  que  yo  se  de  la  música.  He 
tenido  varios  programas  que  hablan  del 
Corrido,  Son,  Rock  Latino  y me  gusta  opinar, 
esto  no  se  podría  hacer  en  una  radio  com- 
mercial." (I  have  the  opportunity  to  share 
what  I know  about  music.  I’ve  had  many 
shows  that  talk  about  the  Corrido,  Son  or 
Rock  Latino.  I like  to  give  my  opinions;  this 
would  not  be  possible  on  a commercial  ra- 
dio station.) 

Mascaritas  went  on  to  tell  me  that  revo- 
lutionaries everywhere  in  the  world,  not  only 
Latin  America,  have  informed  and  educated 


themselves  in  order  to  educate  others.  “Eso 
es  lo  que  yo  quiero  lograr  en  mi  show,  quiero 
despertar.”  (That  is  what  I want  to  accom- 
plish with  my  show,  I want  to  awaken 
people.”) 

Mascaritas  wants  to  be  a writer  in  the 
future.  He  already  has  poems  and  short  sto- 
ries but  he  hasn't  published  them  yet.  He  says 
that  for  artists  to  live  just  from  their  art  is 
almost  impossible:  “They'll  starve  to  death.” 

I also  met  Big  Bill  Haywire,  his  show  is 
"Dangerous  Crossroads’.  He  comes  from 
Radio  Libre,  another  pirate  radio  that  was  a 
little  too  “libre”  and  fizzled  out.  Bill  said  that 
“this  group  wants  to  be  responsible  to  the 
community,  not  a whole  bunch  of  anarchists 
spouting  off.” 

They  have  a programmers  manual  and 
try  to  abide  by  it.  Radio  X is  a collective  and 
they  make  group  decisions  regarding  pro- 
gramming, so  that  the  mission  and  the  phi- 
losophy of  Radio  X is  respected. 

I believe  strongly  that  society  has  us  all 
pretty  much  numbered  and  well  behaved, 
which  punishes  us  right  and  left  (usually  were 
it  hurts  the  most,  the  pocket  book),  is  in  dire 
need  for  a place  where  there  can  be  true  free- 
dom of  speech.  Check  out  Radio  X,  every- 
day from  6 p.m.  on! 
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“Transcendence  of  image” 


by  Wendy  Hall 

One  evening  in  his  studio  on  Folsom 
Street,  Jesús  Angel  Pérez,  also 
known  as  "Chucho”,  is  showing  me 
the  first  completed  work  for  his  next  show, 
something  he  calls  “a  version  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag" 

As  he  unfolds  the  canvas,  a painting/silk 
screen/collage  he’s  been  working  on  for 
months,  the  central  image  is  as  arresting  as 
it  is  direct:  a silouhette  of  a man  standing  on 
a galloping  horse,  his  arms  reaching  upward, 
struggling  with  balance  yet  retaining  his  pos- 
ture of  victory.  Yet  the  man  and  the  horse  are 
faceless — with  no  identity  except  for  the 
bold,  overlapping  American  bills  that 
Chucho  has  chosen  to  color  them  in  with. 
The  individual  and  his  horse  are  stampeding 
over  the  rest  of  the  piece:  xeroxed  pictures, 
often  repeated,  divided  into  stripes.  Guns, 
Native  Americans,  cowboys  and  original 
drawings  of  the  Battle  of  Little  Big  Hom  are 
not  only  given  new  color;.all  of  these  im- 
ages, when  put  under  Pérez’s  artistic  um- 
brella, suddenly  acquire  a broader,  more 
powerful  meaning. 

Originally  from  Mexico  City  and  a 
graduate  of  the  fine  arts  program  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mexico,  the  thirty-six  year  old 
Chucho  lives  and  shows  continually  in 
Mexico  City,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
Paris,  Madrid  and  Vienna.  (He  now  calls  San 
Francisco  his  semi -permanent  home.)  Work- 
ing professionally  for  over  five  years  now, 
Chucho  does  both  commerical  and  fine  art, 
mostly  silk  screens,  wood  cuts,  collages  and 
paintings.  He  is  currently  the  artists  in  resi- 
dence with  The  California  Arts  Council,  who 
have  put  him  in  charge  of  a mural  that  he 
has  been  working  on  with  a group  of  Oak- 
land teenagers,  a project  that  has  been  tak- 
ing place  for  the  past  five  months.  He  began 
drawing  sometime  around  the  age  of  twelve, 
most  likely  because  of  the  influence  of  his 
father,  also  an  artist.  Chucho  will  be  part  of 
a group  exhibition,  "Spring  Fever”,  opening 
April  2 at  the  Ballazo  Gallery.  When  I met 
with  him,  everything  to  be  included  in  the 
show  still  remained  a work  in  progress,  aside 
from  his  American  flag  piece. 

Yet  at  this  stage,  Chucho  has  not  com- 
mitted, nor  has  Ballazo  Gallery  pressured 
him  into  any  theme,  idea  or  style.  His  main 
goal  for  this  exhibition  is  two-fold:  not  to 
restrict  himself  with  any  preconceived  idea 
and  to  come  up  with  something  he  hasn’t 
shown  before.  “In  this  show,  I want  to  be 


fresh.  I don’t  want  to  repeat  myself.  This  last 
year,  1 have  been  working  on  a lot  of  differ- 
ent styles  and  I really  think  it  is  important 
not  to  restrict  myself....  I want  to  remain 
spontaneous.” 

When  you  look  at  his  work,  it  becomes 
clear  that  juxataposition  of  images  is  some- 
thing he  has  true  mastery  over.  He  is  con- 
stantly collecting  pictures  from  magazines, 
books  or  labels.  He  collects  images  in  the 
same  way,  he  says,  that  other  people  do 
sketches — as  a wanning  up  of  sorts.  When 
he  comes  across  these  pictures,  he  does  not 
necessarily  know  how  he  is  going  to  use 
them.  He  only  knows  that  they  have  a po- 
tential to  become  part  of  his  creative  process. 
When  he  does  utilize  an  image,  whether  in- 
corporating it  into  a collage,  drawing  or 
painting  it,  his  intent  is  not  to  distort  or 
change,  but  to  add:  a simultaneous  process 
of  interpretation  and  creation. 

“I  take  elements  from  different  places, 
different  moments  and  I put  it  together... I just 
find  these  things  wherever  1 happen  to  find 
them.  I do  not  want  to  change  them.  I just 
want  to  add  more  elements...  later,  you  find 
the  relation  between  the  objects.” 

In  creating  the  connection  between  his 
chosen  images — like  the  associations  be- 
tween war,  vanity  and  greed  he  makes  in  the 
U.S.  flag  piece)— Pérez’s  aesthetic  pattern 
is  established.  Finding  the  relations,  as  he 
says,  is  as  essential  to  his  craft  as  drawing  or 
painting;  it  will  only  work  when  he  has  ma- 
nipulated the  images  effectively.  All  cultures 
are  in  a constant  state  of  production  and  con- 
sumption images.  Chucho’s  work  seeks  to 
change  how  we  process  those  images. 

Another  piece  he  was  working  on,  in  a 
simlar  vein  as  the  flag  piece,  is  centered 
around  an  in-flight,  air-punching  Superman, 
another  pop-culture  symbol  of  American 
victory  and  strength.  Behind  this  were  two 
continuing  images:  one  in  the  shape  of 
someone  being  handcuffed  and  arrested  and 
that  of  four  words  stamped  over  and  over 
again:  “No  tresspassing,  U.S.  property”. 

Pérez's  work  does  vary  in  subject  matter 
and  style,  as  is  his  intent.  Sometimes  his  work 
is  political,  sometimes  it  is  more  experimen- 
tal. For  this  upcoming  show,  he  showed  me 
two  pieces  he  was  working  on,  paintings  that 
he  has  been  doing  on  pieces  of  discarded  alu- 
minum. One  painting  had  three  images:  the 
profile  of  a cow’s  head,  a yellow  jar  and  what 
he  called  a dream-like/hallucinatory  image 
of  a partly  menacing,  partly  alluring  female 
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Artist  Jesús  Angel  Pérez,”Chucho”.  preparing  works  for  a group  show  which  opens 
April  2 at  Balazo  Gallery.  (Photo:  Nancy  Opitz) 


face,  which  looks  downward  with  Van-Gogh 
yellow  flesh  and  high  blue  hair.  The  other 
painting  depicts  two  parted  legs  with  no  body 
connecting  them,  only  a streak  of  mixed  col- 
ors. In  both  of  these  works,  paint  was  already 
on  the  aluminum  and  Pérez  derived  the  en- 
tire piece  from  those  colors.  He  prefers  to 
use  colors  that  he  mixes,  he  says,  because 
they  are  easier  to  create  from.  “With  these 


colors,  you  have  more  of  a chance  to  work 
in  the  same  way  you  do  with  sculpture."  In1 
the  same  way  that  he  uses  cut-out  pictures, 
Pérez  has  built  the  work  around  the  found 
color.  Pictures,  colors,  language — or  any- 
thing else  that  happens  to  fall  into  his  net — 
Chucho  manages  to  chisel,  polish  and  form 
them  to  work  with  his  illuminations. 
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Irene,  from  Faces  in  the  Mission 


Facing  16th  Street... 


by  Victor  Miller 

Looking  out  a café  window  onto  16th 
Street,  how  many  times  have  you 
played  the  game  where  you  make  up 
life  histories  to  go  with  the  passing  faces, 
those  painted,  plain,  craggy,  smooth,  cheru- 
bic, demonic,  leering,  serene  faces,  that  pro- 
vide more  inspiration  than  information.  Who 
are  they  really? 

Perhaps  Lonestar  Swan,  now  there's  a 
face  with  a novel  or  two  in  it,  hands  you  one 
of  his  enigmatic,  sporadically  legible  editions 
of  La  Flambt.  And  what  does  it  say.  What 
does  that  sketch  of  a strange  little  car  mean ? 
What’s  that  scribbled  about  the  Persian  Gulf? 
Swan  remains  the  street’s  most  prolific 
riddle. 

Who  are  these  people  ? 

What  about  Violet  over  there  at  the  other 
table  who  talks  about  getting  smaller  and 
smaller?  Shrinking  Violet?  No,  not  with  that 
intensity. 

Waiting  in  line  for  the  Roxie,  Catherine 
reflects  on  her  aspirin  suicide  attempt  at  four- 
teen. Nearby,  Bonehead  explains  the  secu- 
rity of  life  at  the  Bottom:  "You  can’t  kill 
yourself  jumping  out  a basement  window.” 

Sixteenth  Street  is  luxuriant  with  lore  and 
lie,  but  rich  in  the  real  and  revealing,  too. 
It’s  replete  with  poetic  drunks  and  drunken 
poets,  fools,  idealists,  whores  (several  vari- 
eties), the  overeducated,  the  underemployed, 
immigrants,  people  of  color,  people  of  age 
and  a number  of  friendly  dogs.  In  this  urban 
kaleidoscope  of  thousands  of  colliding  per- 
sonalities -some  incandescent,  some  faded, 
some  just  fascinating-  we  eventually  Find 
ourselves. 

But  we’re  not  the  only  ones  looking. 
What  will  next  week's  enterprising  jour- 


nalists concoct;  what  Newer  Bohemia  s, 
what  more  Southerly  North  Beaches  will  be 
offered  up  as  pat  explanations — precisely 
measured  column  inches — for  our  unexplain- 
able lives,  lived  so  imprecisely.  Will  future 
historians  care  about  how  Sally  fought  off 
her  attacker  and  ran  shoeless  back  to  her 
Mission  Street  hotel  or  that  Shellie  had  given 
up  hope  long  before  that  night  she  was  beaten 
to  death.  Probably  not.  Will  politicians  twist 
and  distort  it  all  to  rise  a few  points  in  the 
polls?  You  bet. 

Maybe,  we  should  define  the  moment  for 
ourselves.  Maybe  we  should  take  down  some 
notes,  snap  a few  pictures  of  ourselves,  and 
maybe  put  them  in  a book.  Well,  somebody 
should. 

Somebody  did. 

Bert  Katz,  whose  striking  photo  portraits 
have  gradually  filled  up  the  walls  of  son 
Michael's  business  Katz  Bagels,  has  Finally 
published  his  book,  16th  Street:  Faces  in  the 
Mission,  a photo/oral  history  of  the  street’s 
notables  and  its  notorious.  On  facing  pages, 
not  always  pleasant  but  always  intriguing, 
bio-vignettes  accompany  (most  of  the  time), 
8 x 12-inch,  razor  sharp,  vivid  color  photo- 
graphs of  seventy  or  so  North  Mission  par- 
takers. There  is  no  obvious  order  to  the  ar- 
rangement, just  as  there  is  no  obvious  order 
to  the  how  you  encounter  people  on  the  street. 
It  is  a beautiful  and  at  the  same  time,  no  frills 
exposition.  It  is  thankfully  without  an  intro- 
duction by  some  famous  dipshit,  taking  up 
three  or  four  boring  pages  with  contrived 
insights.  There’s  just  the  people  and  their  sto- 
ries, an  honest  book  with  great  pictures. 

“ Faces  of  the  Mission”  is  currently  avail- 
able for  purchase  ($15)  at  Katz  Bagels,  3147 
16th  Street  (and  sooner  or  later,  depending 
on  demand,  at  the  606  Mission  family  bagel 
bin  Downtown). 


ONE  OF  THE  MOST  COMMON  ailments 
we  experience  are  injuries  as  a result  of 
stresses  and  strains  of  physical  activity.  Not 
only  can  they  be  frustrating,  limiting  the  abil- 
ity to  perform  and  enjoy  various  sports  and 
activities,  they  can  become  chronic  condi- 
tions which  at  times  may  even  require  sur- 
gery. However,  many  injuries  can  be  effec- 
tively treated,  and  if  combined  with  using 
the  common  sense  to  not  strain  injured  parts 
unnecessarily,  can  enhance  the  healing  of  in- 
juries. Various  homeopathic  remedies  affect 
specific  parts  and  tissues  and  have  been  used 
for  sports  type  injuries  for  a long  time. 

The  First  remedy  for  any  injury  is  AR- 
NICA MONTANA.  This  is  a mountain 
daisy,  which  is  used  for  the  initial  trauma  of 
any  injury,  especially  when  there  is  bruising 
and  or  stiffness.  It  is  a great  remedy  for  the 
aftereffects  of  training  sessions  at  the  begin- 
ning of  any  season,  when  the  whole  body 
feels  stiff  and  traumatized.  It  helps  the  body 
absorb  swelling  and  bruising  after  painful 
knocks. 

HYPERICUM  is  known  as  St  John’s 
Wort  and  is  very  good  for  any  injury  involv- 
ing nerves.  Fingers,  having  been  caught  in 
car  doors  are  relieved  by  hypericum.  Inju- 
ries to  the  coccyx,  the  last  bone  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  spine  and  lacerations  of  the  skin; 
when  nerves  are  involved  people  often  need 
this  remedy.  Pains  are  often  shooting  and 
stitching,  common  to  any  pain  when  nerves 
have  been  involved. 


RHUS  TOX,  which  is  Poison  Ivy,  is  very 
useful  for  injuries  to  muscles,  nerves,  ten- 
dons and  cartilages.  Sprains  of  leg  muscles 
like  the  hamstring  are  often  helped  by  this 
remedy.  There  is  often  pain  with  stiffness, 
which  feels  worse  on  initial  motion  and  feels 
better  when  they  continually  move.  How- 
ever, they  often  feel  worse  after  moving  too 
much,  and  need  to  rest.  The  injury  often  feels 
better  from  warmth  and  is  worse  from  cold. 

RUTA  GRAV,  known  as  Rue  is  a great 
remedy  for  injuries  to  joints,  to  the  cartilages 
found  around  the  joints,  and  the  periosteum, 
the  membrane  found  around  the  bones.  The 
pains  are  similar  to  that  of  Rhus  Tox,  and  the 
area  around  the  bone  may  feel  sore  and 
bruised.  Tennis  elbow  is  often  treated  with 
this  remedy,  as  can  be  simple  eyestrain  as  a 
result  of  too  much  studying. 

SYMPHYTUM,  as  known  as  comfrey, 
is  given  lor  injuries  to  bones.and  cartilages. 
It  is  commonly  known  as  knitbone  as  it  helps 
unite  bones  after  a break.  Obviously,  in  these 
cases  the  bones  need  to  be  set  so  that  heal- 
ing occurs  in  the  right  way.  It  is  a very  good 
remedy  for  injuries  to  the  eyes  if  they  have 
been  hit  by  a blunt  instrument.  It  may  be  in- 
dicated if  pains  are  remaining  after  injured 
parts  have  apparently  healed. 

LEDUM,  a plant  known  as  marshfly,  is 
given  when  there  has  been  a punctured  in- 
jury. This  could  arise  after  being  bitten,  or 
standing  on  a nail,  or  getting  poked  in  the 
eye.  It  is  especially  indicated  if  the  injured 
parts  get  swollen,  puffy  and  purple,  but  where 
some  relief  is  obtained  with  cold  applica- 
tions. It  also  can  be  given  after  arnica  when 
some  bruising  still  remains. 

CALENDULA  is  a remedy  often  given 
topically  for  any  cuts  and  injury.  It  acts  as  an 
antiseptic  and  healing  agent.  A homeopathic 
surgeon  wrote  a book  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  always  used  Calendula  to  clean  wounds 
from  operations  and  had  very  few  septic 
complications  from  the  surgery. 

All  the  remedies  mentioned  can  be  ap- 
plied topically  as  well  as  internally.  Gener- 
ally the  internal  use  of  the  remedy  is  more 
effective  but  doing  both  is  ideal.  However. 
Arnica  should  never  be  applied  topically  if 
the  skin  is  broken.  These  are  just  a few  of 
the  common  remedies  given  to  help  the  body 
heal  itself  after  being  injured  and  can  be 
found  in  good  health  food  shops  and  some 
pharmacies. 


Richard  Pitt  RS  Horn,  CCH,  is  a practitio- 
ner and  teacher  of  homeopathy.  His  office  is 
at  Dolores  Park  Homeopathy,  3689  18th 
Street,  San  Francisco:  phone:  565-0979. 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 
$3.99  /LB! 

Mark's 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 

Coffees,  teas,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


282-5532 


New  Mission  News 


APRIL  1997  23 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Jazzin’Across  Borders 


SOME  OF  THE  MOST  EXCITING  and  in- 
teresting recordings  that  I have  heard  recently 
are  collaborative  projects  involving  jazz  mu- 
sicians playing  with  traditional  musicians  of 
another  culture.  The  Ernest  release  from  last 
year,  “Below  the  Bassline”,  was  a breath  of 
fresh  air  in  a largely  stagnant  reggae  world. 
The  concept  was  to  bring  in  a jazz  rhythm 
section  which  included  Idris  Muhammad 
on  drums  and  Ira  Coleman  on  acoustic  bass 
to  accompany  Ranglin,  who  is  one  of  the 
creators  of  reggae  music  and  is  well  familiar 
with’jazz  and  rhythm  n’  blues.  The  band  plays 
instrumental  renditions  of  classic  reggae 
standards  or,  ‘riddims’,  many  of  which  are 
credited  to  Ranglin  and  allows  him  space  to 
solo  in  a cool  Wes  Montgomery  like  style. 

The  sound  of  acoustic  bass  coupled  with 
a rock  solid  swing  on  the  drums  make  this 
recording  unique;  it  sounds  like  a real  band 
and  not  a studio  contrivance  and  one  can 
imagine  them  playing  in  a idealized  Carib- 
bean ambiance  or  a jazz  club.  Critics  might 
say  it’s  a bit  of  yawn  or  that  it's  reggae  lounge 
music  for  the  old  folks  but  no  one  would  ar- 
gue that  the  musicianship  is  slack  or  that 
there's  no  swing.  I say  it’s  great  to  see  great 
musicians  collaborate  and  breathe  some 
jazzy  breath  into  some  classic  tunes. 

Another  recording  which  is  truly  superb 
is  the  Hank  Jones  meets  Cheick-tdiane 
Seek  & the  Mandinkas  “Sarala”.  Jones  is 
perhaps  the  last  living  link  to  the  birth  of 
modern  jazz-  as  a pianist  he  played  with 
Louis  Armstrong,  Charlie  Parker,  Lester 
Young,  John  Coltrane,  Dizzy  Gillespie  and 
just  about' everyone  else  you  can  think  of. 
Seek,  who  plays  the  Hammond  B3  organ,  not 
exactly  a traditional  African  instrument,  as- 
sembled a large  cast  of  famous  musicians 
from  Mali,  Guinea,  and  Senegal  to  play  ver- 
sions of  ancient  Mandinka  folkloric  songs 
and  modem  tunes  based  on  the  traditional. 
From  the  opening,  with  the  sound  of  the 
haunting,  breathy  Peul  flute  to  the  solo  n 'goni 
outro,  a wide  range  of  melody  and  instru- 
mental textures  is  presented — including 
kora,  balafon,  djembe,  tama,  and  guitars. 

Jones  was  obviously  sympathetic  with 
the  music  and  finds  space,  usually  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  a song  to  work  his  piano  into  the 
dense  locked  groove  of  Mandinka  music.  He 
sacrificed  his  ego  to  the  project  and  plays 
sparsely,  but  by  doing  so,  he  enhances  the 
songs  with  his  subtle  variations  on  melody 


and  he  never  seems  out  of  place.  Bravo! 

The  recording  which  inspired  me  to  think 
analytically  about  the  process  of  collabora- 
tion across  cultures  and  musical  borders  was 
the  recent  release,  “The  Sign  And  The 
Seal”,  by  jazz  sax  man  Steve  Coleman  and 
his  Mystic  Rhythm  Society  with  AfroCuba 
de  Matanzas.  I’m  not  sure  it  is  a wholly  suc- 
cessful project,  but  it  certainly  is  provoca- 
tive and  packed  with  power.  The  recording 
is  superb,  and  the  mix  sounds  great  consid- 
ering the  density  of  the  instrumentation — 
half  a dozen  folkloric  drummers,  trap  drums, 
a chorus  of  vocalists  along  with  saxes,  trum- 
pet, bass,  and  piano. 

At  times,  the  hard-edged  jazz  and  deep 
Afro-Cuban  mixture  complement  or  push 
each  other  and  at  other  times  the  jazz  ele- 
ment is  overpowering.  Coleman  obviously 
has  a respect  for  the  sacred  Cuban  elements 
and  these  musicians  do  have  some  kind  of 
dialogue  here.  In  particular  the  closing  seg- 
ment of  the  record,  The  Mystery  Of  Seven 
(Guaguancó  In  Progression)  seems  to  be 
more  complimentary  or  event  transcendent. 
Throughout,  Oliver  Gene  Lake  on  drums 
and  Coleman  on  sax  standout  along  with  the 
sacred  bata  drums  and  the  quinto  and  the 
singers  of  AfroCuba. 

Perhaps  at  times  the  Americans  are  sim- 
ply too  headstrong  and  overpower  the  Cu- 
bans who  maintain  the  fundamental  ground 
here.  The  rap  lyricism  on  several  tunes  may 
be  fine  for  content,  but  the  texture  doesn’t 
seem  to  fit  the  groove.  At  any  rate,  this  record 
stands  out  as  a truly  unique  blending  of  con- 
temporary JazzAmericana  with  Cuban 
folkore. 

• £ 

Cross-cultural  musical  fusion  can  work 
and  we  have  many  examples.  One  can  look 
back  to  jazz  trumpeter  Don  Cherry  and  his 
world  music  mixtures  of  Indian,  African, 
Brazilian  and  Arabic.  Guitarist  Ry  Cooder 
has  done  some  wonderful  projects  with  both 
Ali  Farka  Toure  from  Mali  and  V.M.  Bhatt 
from  India.  Such  projects  require  humble- 
ness and  respect  - qualities  that  are  not  nec- 
essarily encouraged  in  the  music  business. 
Musicians  from  different  cultures  playing 
together,  interacting,  and  collaborating  arc  a 
great  antidote  to  the  intolerance  and  closed- 
mindedness that  is  so  pervasive,  and  occa- 
sionally such  ventures  yield  something  truly 
new  and  sublime. 
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METAL  FRAME  SALE 


COLORS:  Anodic,  black,  Matt  Black, 
Contrast  Gray,  Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted 
Gold,  Silver,  Frosted  Silver,  White  & Pewter 

INCLUDES:  Frames,  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire  and  Hooks 


Size 

14x18 

16x20 

18x24 

22x28 

24x30 

24x36 

30x40 

36x48 
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Price 

29.95 
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89.95 
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RAMIN  WOOD  FRAME  SALE 


Available  in  three  finish 
BLACK  - NATURAL 
MOHOGANY 

INCLUDES  Glass,  Frame  & Backing 
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Augustin  Casasola,  Mexico  1 9 1 S 

Prints  are  Available  in  24”  x 
at  Back  to  the  Picture 


32” 


(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  (a),  20th  San  Francisco 


Size 
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16x20 
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Price 
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70.00 

80.00 

90.00 

100.00 
110.00 
120.00 
140.00 


SALE  PRICE 
TO  YOU 
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34.95 
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49.95 
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61.95 
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